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Monday 1 August 12-1pm 

Dr. Alex Pomson and Dr. Howard Deitcher
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Title: How do Jewish Day School students think and feel about Israel?
Abstract: 

This presentation is based on a study sponsored by the AVI CHAI Foundation where we interviewed forty eleventh grade students in 4 American Jewish day schools. We plan to show video clips from these interviews and then share our analysis of these conversations. Incidentally, we are currently conducting a similar study in nine Jewish secondary schools in Australia. This research is sponsored by the Pratt Foundation and we expect to complete this project within the next 6-8 months.

Tuesday 16 August 12-1pm

Rabbi Moshe Pinchuk 

Director, Dr. John and Diana Hagee Jewish Heritage Center 
Netanya Academic College

Title: Mi’Maamakim (From the Depths) - The horrors of the Holocaust through the Halachic Prism of Responsa
Abstract:

Responsa genre is unique amongst halachic literature in that it portrays real life situations requiring real life answers which must be based on realistic and relevant considerations. Other genres are created within the luxurious confines of the “bet medrash” offering isolated laboratory conditions, and do not necessarily portray real life.

Rabbi Ephraim Oshry of the Kovna Ghetto answered halachic questions generated by the inhuman conditions of ghetto life under Nazi rule. These questions and answers reflect the physical conditions and cruelty of the times. But more important and unique, they reflect the Strong Human spirit and undaunted dedication and belief of the Jews of Kovna in the G-d of Israel at the hardest of times.

In this seminar we will explore a select few of Rabbi Oshry’s response in search of this spirit and dedication.
Tuesday 23 August 12-1pm
Shai Doron 
CEO/Director General 

The Tisch Family Zoological Gardens in Jerusalem - The Biblical Zoo
Title: Zoology, Conservation, Religion and Politics: The Jerusalem Zoo
Abstract:

The Jerusalem Biblical Zoo (the Tisch Family Zoological Gardens in Jerusalem) is much more than a Zoo.; It is often referred to as an "Island of sanity" in a complicated city. This seminar will expand on the concept of the zoo as a mirror of an ideal Jerusalem - a public space where all segments of Israeli society - Jews, Christians, Muslims, religious and secular - feel safe and welcome.

Parallels will be drawn between the modern history of the zoo, and the city of Jerusalem; the narrative of Jerusalem seen through the prism of this ever evolving and leading wildlife conservation institution. The seminar will discuss the zoological and ecological impact of the work being done at the zoo, along with the political, cultural and social implications of this unique zoo.  

Tuesday 20 September 12-1pm
Shahar Burla

PhD Student, University of New South Wales and Bar Ilan University
Title: Israeli Narratives to the Diaspora: A Saviour or a Victim

Abstract:
There are two main and opposing narratives employed by Israel in its contact with the diasporas: one depicts Israel as “strong, protective and salvaging" and the other depicts Israel as weak and as “A nation that lives alone” (Am Levadad Yishcon). In each case, anti-Semitism is a central agent that constructs both narratives. Thus, while the first narrative presents Israel as protective of and shielding the diaspora's Jews from anti-Semitism, the second narrative presents Israel as existing in an unfortunate context that is partly caused by an anti-Semitic threat. 

The two opposing narratives relate to the same political goals that Israel, as the homeland, presents to its diaspora communities and to the same transnational characteristics of the diaspora. In particular, they are related to the fact that, despite the diversity of the goals that Israel presents to the diasporas, the financial support to Israel remains the main goal.

In the first part of the lecture I will introduce the narratives and the agents that construct them; in the second part I will argue that the two opposing narratives relate to the same political 
goals that Israel, as the homeland, presents to its diaspora communities and to the same transnational characteristics of the diaspora.  Finally, I will ask if a change in the political goals that Israel presents to the diasporas, mainly the request for financial support, is needed in order to address the current issues in the Israel–diaspora relationship.
Tuesday 4 October 12-1pm 
Prof. William Chafe
American Historian, Duke University
Title: Jews and Blacks in the Civil rights Struggle: A Story of Conflict and Coalition

Abstract:

Beginning with a history of the close political relations between blacks and Jews through much of 20s, 30, 40s and 50s, the paper will focus on how tensions evolved during Freedom Summer in 1964 and how these were affected by the Black Power Movement in the late 60s.
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