CSEAS Seminar Series, 1st Semester 2008

Thursdays, 11-12.30pm, SG02, Manton Rooms, Menzies Building, Clayton campus

28 Feb
2008 Launch: A special double Seminar, 9.30am – 12.30pm

9.30am

Wim van Zanten, Professor of Ethnomusicology, Leiden University
Baduy music and life 1976-2003: Temptations for ascetics in West Java, Indonesia (Film in progress)

This is a documentary film intended to supply audiovisual information to a book about the music of a minority group of about 8000 people. The film is rather descriptive, but some aspects of the change in this community during last 30 year will be mentioned. The main part of the film will be about 50-60 minutes and special topics will be available on the DVD as well. 

The Baduy form an ethnic group, who live in an area of about 51 square kilometres located some 100 km southwest of Jakarta, West Java. They have been living in Kanékés village for at least several hundred years, and there are no other groups except the Baduy living in Kanékés. The Baduy speak a Sundanese dialect and are in this respect not very different from the other Sundanese people. However, their social organization and religion are different from those of the surrounding Islamic Sundanese. Baduy life is regulated by many duties and prohibitions, as handed down by former generations. For instance, they are not allowed to go to school, to have irrigated rice fields, buffalo or fishponds, to grow cloves or tea, nor to have electricity, radio or television.

Foreign visitors and researchers are only allowed to visit and spend the night in the villages of the ‘Outer Baduy’, and usually for only a few days. I started to make audio and film recordings of Baduy life and music during short trips in June and July 1976 and in 1979. In October-November 1992 and March-April 2003 I was allowed to stay for about 2-3 weeks at a stretch in Baduy territory. As it is difficult to get permission to stay in Kanékés for longer periods, it has also been difficult to be present at rituals. However, the collected material contains an audio recording of the very important ritual to ‘awake’ the goddess of rice, and to announce her marriage to the earth in the following morning. Baduy life and music is very much organised according to the agricultural year.

In this documentary film I shall present the most important materials and pay some attention to processes of change in Baduy life and music from 1976 to 2003. It is becoming increasingly difficult to carry out the Baduy duty to live in a ritually pure state for the well being of the world. This is caused by the increase of their number and the interaction with the modernising outside world, such as large numbers of tourists in the weekends, information and entertainment by radio, and temptations by money.

Wim van Zanten was staff member at the Department of Cutural Anthropology and Development Sociology, Leiden University, from 1971-2007 and did ethnomusicological fieldwork in Malawi (1969-1971) and Indonesia (1976-present). Most of his publications are based on this fieldwork and some are about methodological issues in anthropology and ethnomusicology, including statistics for the social sciences. Filming for documentary purposes has been part of his fieldwork since 1976 and he published two films about Minangkabau performing arts in West Sumatra. Presently he is preparing a book about the music of the Baduy minority group in West Java and also a second book on Tembang Sunda Cianjuran music from West Java, both accompanied by film and audio CDs. Wim van Zanten is one of the Vice Presidents of the International Council for Traditional Music. In 2002 he edited the Glossary Intangible Cultural Heritage/ Glossaire patrimoine culturel immatériel for UNESCO and he has been involved in work concerning the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage since then.

11am
Jothi Rajah, PhD candidate, Asian Law Centre, Melbourne University 
Constantly colonised: Hindu legal identities in the modern nation state of Singapore

This paper asks whether the official legal system of Singapore’s post-colonial nation-state, constructed as modern and politically plural, accommodates or constrains minority religious legal identities. My focus is on ‘Hindu’ legal identities. Has the avowedly secular post-colonial Singapore State constructed ‘law’ as an instrument of containment for minority religious identities so as to reify the discourse of ‘nation’ and the construction of national identity? Put differently, has the ‘religion’ of minority citizens been colonised by the State, via ‘law’, and in this way, appropriated to the construction of national identity? This question is considered in relation to state legal responses to ‘religion’ as a social force with political potential. With reference to Singapore, legislative instruments and state policy documents demonstrate that the post-colonial nation-state has regarded ‘religion’ as potentially subversive of the state. This paper contextualises the issue of Hindu legal identities within the broader question of whether the nation-state, building on the legal-administrative apparatus inherited from the colonial state, has sought to contain ‘religion’ while delivering, or appearing to deliver, the nationalist promise of identity and rights restored.
Jothie Rajah is a PhD candidate at the Asian Law Centre of the Law School, The University of Melbourne. She is a graduate of the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, where she also graduated with Honours in English.  Jothie has taught with the Legal Writing and Research Skills Program of the Faculty of Law of the National University of Singapore, where she has also lectured on Hindu Legal Traditions. She has also taught with the English departments of the National University of Singapore, the Institute of Education and Open University, Singapore. Jothie has been a member of the consultancy team working on the official translations of Lao laws, a United Nations Development Project. At the Law School of the University of Melbourne, Jothie has been a sessional lecturer with the undergraduate program, and guest lectured in the postgraduate program.

6 Mar
Sylvia Yazid, PhD candidate, School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash University
Activism of Indonesian local NGOs on the issue of women migrant workers: Building national, regional and international networks

Changes in the Indonesian political context have allowed more space for NGO activism. However, there are some aspects which have not changed significantly, such as the attitudes of the bureaucracy towards NGOs, and weaknesses in the implementation of laws and regulations concerning women migrant workers. As a response, Indonesian NGOs have been making manoeuvres which include choosing partners and networks which are more likely to support their activism. This paper will look into the changes in Indonesian labour migration system and how two Indonesian NGOs, Solidaritas Perempuan and Migrant CARE have responded to these changes. Solidaritas Perempuan is a women's NGO and was one of the first NGOs to deal with the issue of women migrant workers. Migrant CARE is a migrant worker NGO established after reformasi in 1998, at about the same time when the Indonesian government finally passed a law on the placement and protection of migrant workers. Although both NGOs are basically fighting for similar causes, they have different strategies and approaches in achieving their goals, and the paper will explore the reasons for these differences.

Sylvia Yazid is a PhD candidate at the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Faculty of Arts, Monash University. Her research is on the Roles of Indonesian NGOs in Promoting the Rights of Indonesian Women Migrant Workers.

13 Mar
Kate McGregor, Lecturer, School of Historical Studies, Melbourne University
Schapelle Corby’s My Story and Responses to Her Trial in Australia and Indonesia

In 2006 Schapelle Corby, an Australian woman convicted of drug-smuggling in Indonesia, published a book about her experiences which sold more than 17,000 copies in eight days. She called it My Story, and so distinguished it from all the other versions of her story, accounts that were not really hers. As the phenomenal sales showed, the Corby case had caught the interest of the Australian public, and it was endlessly debated and interpreted in the popular media, by social commentators, and then by academic analysts. Corby’s own story, as she perceived it, and the public perception of it differed, but they did not run in parallel. Instead they intersected, interfering with each other, so that each became a part of the other. The story written by (or for) Schapelle Corby served quite different purposes from the stories about Schapelle Corby that were told in the courtrooms and media. In her protestations of innocence Corby specifically courted an Australian audience, but she did not cast herself in the simple terms of a white Australian woman up against all Indonesians. 

Corby’s book provides an opportunity to reflect on Australian attitudes to Indonesia and how political and ideological conflicts played out in this trial and in commentary on the trial. Australian commentary on the Corby case reflected arguments about national identity and law, but responses were not bound by national identity alone. Some Australian responses fitted the mould of legal orientalism and hinted at attitudes of assumed sovereignty in relation to the treatment of Australian tourists in Bali, but others suggested tougher penalties for drug trafficking were justified. Corby and other Australians also made comparisons between her sentence and that of the Bali bombers, suggesting she was punished too harshly and thus connecting this case to wider debates about punishment and crime. 

Corby’s trial gained far less attention in Indonesia, yet it seems responses of outrage from some Australians may have adversely affected her sentence. For anti-drug lobby groups such as (Gerakan Nasional Anti Narkotika- Indonesia, National Anti -Narcotics Movement), Corby was a national threat. For other Indonesians, Australian commentary on the trial was more threatening. The Corby case provides an interesting case study of how ideas of ‘culture’ are used by diverse interest groups in cross-cultural criminal trials. It allows us to test the usefulness of overarching explanations such as legal orientalism or a clash of cultures as ways of explaining responses to these trials and to specifically examine how one defendant draws on ideas of culture to present her account.

Kate McGregor is a lecturer in the School of Historical Studies at Melbourne University. Her research interests include Indonesian historiography, memories of violence, the Indonesian military, Islam and identity in Indonesia and more recently an examination of ‘cross-cultural’ responses to high profile criminal trials. She teaches in the areas of Southeast Asian history and Asian thematic history. Kate is currently working on a project entitled Islam and the Politics of Memory in Post-Authoritarian Indonesia. She recently commenced work on a collaborative project entitled ‘Enemy Law: Cross-Cultural Responses to the Prosecutions of High Profile Foreign Criminals’. She is author of History in Uniform: Military Ideology and the Construction of Indonesia’s Past, Singapore University Press, University of Hawaii Press and KITLV and the Asian Studies Association of Australia, Singapore, 2007.
20 Mar

Elisabeth Hames-Brookes, PhD Candidate, Monash Asia Institute

Cultural Circles: Dancing through a history of Tanah Toraja, South Sulawesi, Indonesia.

Although there was acknowledgement among both the Dutch colonial service and among some in mission circles that Torajan culture had changed due to colonial rule along with Christian and Islamic influence and that there were slight cultural and linguistic differences between regions in the Sa’dan highlands of Sulawesi, Indonesia, the word ‘pagan’ conjured a static image of traditional culture from time immemorial until the introduction of Christianity and Dutch cultural influence. The Torajan people have demonstrated a willingness to change their culture considerably in the 20th and early 21st centuries to survive whilst determinedly maintaining elements considered of high importance, and it is seems feasible that they had similarly done this in earlier times.

This paper will give an outline of my thesis as a work-in-progress. The thesis will not attempt to detail all changes that have occurred over the history of the Sa’dan Toraja. Terance Bigalke’s Tana Toraja: A Social History of an Indonesian People 2005 details their history from around 1860 until the post 1965 period, dealing with a variety of sources, including colonial records. A number of topics will be examined from the perspective of cultural circles in a state of change, including endeavouring to identify what might be considered ‘pre-European contact’ culture, European influence including the possibility of 16th or 17th century Spanish and, or Portuguese presence and Dutch colonial influence, the experience of living in a Dutch mission household and finally ritual dance circles; spheres of influence in the society Claire Holt of the Les Archives Internationales de la Danse, Paris, visited on her tour of southern Sulawesi in 1938 and which until this day continue to find expression in some form.

‘Cultural circles’ is about understanding the interconnection of culturally distinct groups who, as a consequence, influenced each other and changed over the course of time.

Under the auspices of CSEAS, in 1985-6 Ms. Hames-Brooks conducted preliminary field work in Bali, Java, Sumatra & Sulawesi, Indonesia, and in 1987 research in Tana Toraja, Sulawesi, Indonesia. She worked as a tutor the Monash Orientation Scheme for Aborigines, Monash University (1985-6), Southeast Asian & Indian Politics, RMIT, (1990) and lectured in Southeast Asian Politics and History at the University of Victoria (1990-91). As an Honorary Fellow of the Monash Asia Institute since 2002, Elisabeth Hames-Brooks has enjoyed being a regular participant in Centre of Southeast Asian Studies seminars.
27 Mar
Jean Gelman Taylor, Associate Professor, School of History and Philosophy, University of New South Wales

Cleanliness and the Colony: Histories from the Indies Photographic Archive
Concepts of cleanliness in studies of colonialism focus on ‘colonisation of the body’. They study the intrusive, and often resented, impact of Western medical practices such as vaccination and autopsy. Autobiographies of prominent Indonesians, such as Sukarno, contain painful memories o being labelled a ‘dirty Native’ by members of the colonial class.  And yet the habit of daily, frequent bathing by Indonesians is one of the most characteristic observations of visitors to Indonesia since VOC days. The KITLV Images Archive is a rich source for a study of cleanliness and colony. Because Indonesians bathed and washed clothes outdoors, they could be observed and recorded by European photographers.  Dutch residents of the Indies, on the other hand, withdrew the act of cleansing the body to the private part of the house, as changing conceptions of the body and of public versus private acts made personal hygiene a hidden business. The KITLV photographic archive also provides a source for a history of the diffusion of Indonesian conceptions of cleanliness and hygiene practices to the Dutch.
Associate Professor Jean Gelman Taylor is author of many publications including Indonesia: Peoples and Histories. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003. Her research interests include the social histories of the major communities that today make up the modern nation of Indonesia (mobile female labour force, Islamic monarchies, and the development - in a society of over 300 speech groups - of a single nation and people. She is currently working on a forthcoming publication for Routledge, titled Global Indonesia.
Followed by launch of Joost Coté’s Realizing the Dream of Kartini: Her sister’s letters from colonial Java, (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series), 2008.
Coté presents a unique collection of documents reflecting the lives, attitudes and politics of four Javanese women in the early twentieth century.  The letters of Raden Ajeng Kartini, Indonesia’s first feminist, have been a vital testament to her vision since the first selection of them was published in 1911, seven years after Kartini’s death.  Now Joost Coté’s translation of her sisters’ letters reveals for the first time the contributions of Roekmini, Kardinah, Kartinah and Soematri in defining and carrying out Kartini’s ideals.  With this collection, Coté aims to situate Kartini’s sisters within the more famous Kartini narrative – and indirectly to situate Kartini herself within a broader narrative.

The letters reveal the emotional lives of these modern women and their concerns for the welfare of their husbands and the success of their children in rapidly changing times.  While by no means radical nationalists, and not yet extending their horizons to the possibility of an Indonesian nation, these members of a new middle class nevertheless confidently express their belief in their own national identity.

William H. Frederick, author of ‘Visions and Heat: The making of the Indonesian Revolution’: “Joost Coté presents what is probably the last of the Kartini-related letters extat a precocious and unique resource.  The translations are first class and the editor probably knows more about Kartini and her family than anyone else in the world.”
Joost Coté teaches Southeast Asian history at Deakin University and has been attached to Monash Asia Institute as Honorary Research Associate since 2006.  He researches and publishes on colonial cultures, Dutch colonial policy and practice, and the emergence of Indonesian modernity. He has recently published, Recalling the Indies:  Colonial Memory & Postcolonial Identity (Aksant, Amsterdam 2005) (co-edited with Loes Westerbeek), and On Feminism and Nationalism:  Kartini's letters to Stella Zeehandelaar  (2nd  ed. MAI, Monash University, 2005), both volumes translated in Indonesian. A CSEAS Working Paper, No 128 (Colonising Poso:  The diary of controleur Emile Gobée) appeared in December 2007.  Currently he is working on a joint project on the life and work of the Dutch colonial architect and town planner in Indonesia, Thomas Karsten (1885 - 1945), and a history of Poso.

3 Apr

Julian Millie, School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash University

Religious authority, culture and state power: A comparison of EZ Muttaqien and AF Ghazali
Julian Millie spent the second half of 2007 researching Islamic oratory in Bandung, West Java. A major goal of his research is to gain an understanding of the meanings oratory invokes for the Muslims of West Java, and of the interests involved in it.

In this presentation, which is really a report of work in progress, he will approach these issues by comparing two prominent figures on the Bandung oratory circuit, namely Dr KHEZ Muttaqien (died 1987) and KH AF Ghazali (died 2001).

The career of one of these figures (Muttaqien) illustrates how the interests of the state are asserted through preaching, and how this assertion creates an expansive written legacy. Ghazali, by contrast, was a preacher with an audience located in Sundanese village society, whose preaching implemented communication strategies heavily rooted in Sundanese culture. This enormously popular preacher left no traces in writing, not even a proper obituary. The contrasts between the roles of these figures in Sundanese society causes to rise a number of questions concerning the role of state power in the religious sphere and the social distinctions dividing segments of Sundanese Islamic society.

The presentation will be enriched by sound recordings of sermons by AF Ghazali.

Julian Millie is an ARC postdoctoral fellow working in the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Faculty of Arts, Monash University. 

10 Apr
Jemma Purdey, Centre of Southeast Asian Studies and School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash University
Interactions between policy and scholarship: Indonesian studies in Australia from the 1930s until today

In response to the colonial scholarship of the 1930s, the Western academy embarked on a quest to ‘know’ and understand the newly decolonised non-West or ‘developing’ world from within the fields of comparative politics and area studies, emphasising knowledge of languages, cultures, politics and societies. In Australia this was led by key figures including Macmahon Ball. In the 1950s and 1960s the intellectual quest to know others was articulated as a quest to better knowing ourselves. In the 1980s and 1990s, the area studies model, indeed the importance attached to knowing languages, literatures and cultures of the non-West was largely abandoned. As Francis Fukyama (2006) observed about the American academy, “requirements were changed from knowing languages and history to learning quantitative methods”. For Fukuyama the impetus to reverse this trend today is inextricably linked, as it was in the 1950s, to the national interest; for this is “knowledge that would help us better predict the behaviour of political actors, friendly and hostile, in the broader world.”

This call to return to the ‘deep’ study of the non-West is therefore defined as a necessary political and indeed moral imperative for the Western academy. What are the implications of a revival of this model in scholarship? What knowledge will be privileged and what will be forgotten? This paper will examine these questions through the example of the field of Indonesian studies in the Australian academy. With its high concentration of Indonesia scholars, and complex foreign policy relationship with this large and near neighbour, the implications of a national push to provide knowledge so ‘we might better know who are our friends and who are our enemies’ are very real for scholars working in the academy today.
Jemma Purdey is an ARC postdoctoral fellow working in CSEAS and the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Faculty of Arts, Monash University. She is currently writing a biography of Indonesia scholar, Herb Feith.
17 Apr
Nathalie Huynh Chau Nguyen, ARC Research Fellow, Centre for Australian Studies, Melbourne University
Memory and silence in the Vietnamese diaspora: The narratives of two sisters

In one of the largest and most visible diasporas of the late twentieth century, approximately two million Vietnamese left their homeland after the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 and made new lives for themselves overseas. This paper examines the experiences of two sisters who escaped from Vietnam in 1978 and lost their only brother at sea during the journey. A third sister also escaped but has since died of cancer. The narratives of the two surviving sisters reveal distinct interpretations of past traumas, as well as the silences in their lives. Their retellings crisscross and shape each other to paint a multifaceted portrait of sibling relationships, the experience of exodus, the pain of loss, and the challenges of moving on.

A graduate of Melbourne and Oxford Universities, Nathalie Nguyen holds an ARC Australian Research Fellowship at the Australian Centre, the University of Melbourne. She is the author of Voyage of Hope: Vietnamese Australian Women’s Narratives (2005), shortlisted for the 2007 NSW Premier’s Literary Award, and Vietnamese Voices: Gender and Culture in the Vietnamese Francophone Novel (2003).

24 Apr
Mark Donohue, Professorial Fellow, Linguistics, Monash University 

& Tim Denham, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, School of Geography and Environmental Science, Monash University
Reimagining Austronesia
Received wisdom portrays the dispersal of Austronesian cultures as a grand narrative comprising ancient migrations south from Taiwan to Indo-Malaysia and thence east to Melanesia, Micronesia and across Polynesia, including the colonisation of such disparate places as Madagascar, Hawai`i, Easter Island and New Zealand within the last 1000 years. A thorough re-examination of this regional prehistory disentangles multi-disciplinary lines of evidence that have been uncritically woven together to create an illusion of the ‘Great Austronesian migration’. Using insights from ongoing research into Melanesian cultures, we present an alternative history for these vast regions.

Mark Donohue has been researching language and language history in eastern Indonesia and Papua New Guinea for the last 15 years, producing several books relevant to the area, and numerous speculations about the implications of linguistic evidence for the ancient culture histories of the Southeast Asia/Sahul area.

Tim Denham focuses on understanding how agricultural practices may have arisen from pre-existing forms of plant exploitation, most likely during the early-to-mid Holocene, on the island of New Guinea. He has considerable experience as an archaeological consultant and has participated on projects in American Samoa, Australia, CNMI, England, Palau, Hawai`i and the Marshall Islands.

1 May

Hendrarto Darudoyo, PhD Candidate, Latrobe University

Press ownership, commercial interest, and content diversity: Political economy of press conglomerates in post-Suharto Indonesia 

Media ownership diversity becomes a challenging concept after the demise of the 32-year Suharto regime, although there have been dramatic changes in the ownership of the national press industry following the 1999 press (ownership) deregulation. Little is known about how the deregulation policy did contribute to concentration of the country’s press ownership and how the sector has inclined even greater to conglomeration. This study looks into the industrial aspects of the country’s press, analyzing it from production perspective. Engaging with the theory of critical political economy, it investigates the structures of ownership within the press industry in post-Suharto Indonesia and it is aimed to document the concentrated ownership of major press groups as well. It attempts to demonstrate the relation between press ownership, commercial interest, and content diversity, investigating the impact of the first two on the latter. The current study examines further what liberal theorists believe that there can be an effective separation between ownership and control of editorial decisions. It argues that the common business practice among the country’s press conglomerates contradicts this assumption. Previous studies suggest that news organizations that are parts of general conglomerates were likely to be compromised by their affiliated non-media interests. Survey questionnaires completed by Indonesian journalists working for press enterprises in the Indonesian capital and four major cities (Jakarta, Bandung, Semarang, Solo, and Surabaya) will assist in providing an in-depth understanding of how different press entities take up different positions on the editorial policy continuum as well as how powers may be exercised by those who own the news organizations. The confidential surveys reveal that conflict of business interest is very likely to occur in a news organization that is part of conglomerate.

Hendrarto Darudoyo studied media and communication at Monash University before currently doing his PhD in media studies at La Trobe University. His main research interests include media and democracy, press ownership and control, political economy of the mass media, and media conglomerates in post-Suharto Indonesia. He has been in Indonesia’s media and communication industries for 17 years, mostly working in the country’s print media sector as business journalist. He is a lecturer in media and communications, including broadcasting and journalism, at several private universities in Jakarta. While studying at La Trobe, he also works as a casual radio broadcaster at the ABC’s Radio Australia.
8 May

Lynne Milgram, Professor, Ontario College of Art and Design

Reconfiguring Urban Livelihoods: Women and Street Vending in the Northern Philippines
In the Philippines, since the 1980s the liberalization of the country’ economy has meant increasing rural to urban migration and dramatic growth informal sector trade. Women, in particular, building on their historical roles as regional traders, have made Philippine city streets their new business venues for itinerant, but viable work selling different goods. Despite municipal officials’ recent efforts to sharply curtail this growing street trade, women have organized themselves into vendor associations to lobby local governments for change. That many of their livelihood enterprises occur within civic spaces not customarily used for regular commerce further challenges these activities’ very existence. This paper focuses on the mushrooming street trade in Baguio City, northern Luzon’s administrative and industrialized center, to argue that female street vendors, both new migrants and longer-term traders, sustain their livelihoods by engaging in forms of activism that unsettle essentialist categories of work, class and space. To protest the 2005 Baguio City by-laws banning trade in some central city districts and relocating it in others, vendor associations promoted letter-writing campaigns, lobbied police and gained NGO assistance. Many of these women may appear to be unlikely candidates for labor organizing as few have the financial resources, information or training they need to protect their rights. Yet, by assuming innovative leadership positions, they have won concessions on selected laws and have captured urban spaces in which to work. Philippine women vendors, I argue, thus negotiate the constraints they face by engaging a ‘place-based politics’ that enables them, in part, to mobilize whatever resources are at their disposal consolidating their positions despite the latter’s potential to shift.

Lynne Milgram is a cultural anthropologist whose research explores the commercialization of crafts, the operation of craft cooperative, and issues in gender and development in the Philippines. She teaches issues-based courses on different aspects of material and public culture, material art and design and arts of Asia and Oceania at Ontario College of Art and Design. Amongst her recent publications is Artisans and Cooperatives: Developing Alternative Trade for the Global Economy, eds., Kimberly M. Grimes and B. Lynne Milgram. Tucson, AZ: University of Arizona Press, 2000.
15 May
Judith Shaw, Senior Research Fellow, Monash Asia Institute

Leveraging remittances with microfinance: A cross-country study of Indonesia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka

In 2005, 190 million people lived outside their country of birth, and 82 per cent of them come from developing countries.  At a time when other financial flows from developed to developing countries are in stagnation or decline, money sent home by migrant workers has become a key resource for their families and their national economies.  There is growing international policy interest in the potential of migrant remittances to support pro-poor development, and several recent studies by agencies such as the World Bank consider policies and processes for harnessing their developmental impacts.

This paper outlines the findings of a comparative study of labour migration and remittances in three Asian countries: Indonesia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka.  Migrant households, both within and between countries, are highly diverse with respect to initial socioeconomic status, the migrant experience overseas, remitting behaviour, the usage of remittances by recipients, the relative importance of remittances in the household economy, and ultimately, the economic outcomes of migration. We argue that this social and economic heterogeneity must be taken into account in designing policy initiatives.
Dr Judith Shaw joined the MAI in 2007 from RMIT University's international development program. Her main research interest is in labour markets and livelihoods in developing countries. Within this broad field, she has published on microfinance, microenterprise development, labour migration and migrant remittances, and working conditions in Sri Lanka's garment manufacturing sector.  Judith is a chief investigator on two projects supported by grants from the Australian Research Council (ARC): ‘Leveraging remittances with microfinance: a cross-country study’; ‘Rebuilding sustainable communities: assessing post-tsunami resettlement projects in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India’. Judith has conducted consultancies and collaborative research projects on international development issues with several Australian and international agencies including AusAID, the World Bank, the ANZ Bank, the Sri Lanka Export Development Board, the Foundation for Development Cooperation, Australian Volunteers International and the Sri Lanka Free Trade Zone Workers Union.
22 May
Howard Manns, PhD Candidate, Linguistics, Monash University
“Jakarta slang is cool, but I’m Javanese”: Spoken Indonesian in modern Java
There has been much discussion recently about the effect that Jakarta Indonesian, especially via bahasa gaul ‘the social language’ of young people, is having on the Indonesian language.  This talk proposes that among young Javanese speakers of Indonesian, this influence is overstated.  First, it will show that some of this perceived influence can be attributed to synchronically occurring linguistic variables in Jakarta Indonesian and Javanese-influenced Indonesian.  Second, it will show that although young Javanese do use bahasa gaul to index an extra-local modernity and youthfulness, use of this trendy Indonesian variety is superseded by a desire to adhere to local norms.  Finally, this talk will conclude with a discussion of a few modern Indonesian archetypes, including a rich, trendy male, an upwardly mobile female with a strong village accent and a devout Muslim female, and how their Indonesian use may come to affect the future of the language.  

Howard Manns is a PhD candidate in the linguistics department at Monash University.  His research interests include language and identity, social network analysis, audience design for mass media language and computer-mediated communication.  Before coming to Monash, he worked as a linguist in the Middle East, taught English in Indonesia and spent considerable time travelling and studying languages in Africa, Asia and Central and South America.

29 May
Michael Connors, Lecturer, School of Social Sciences, Latrobe University

Is standing before a picture of the Thai King in line with the Islamic

faith?

This presentation offers some observations on the politics of official culture promotion as it plays out in the Muslim South of Thailand. Thai culture policy has developed in unexpected ways in recent years. Acceptance of diversity is now orthodoxy in terms of ‘official position’. How does this position play out in the Muslim South of Thailand, where the limits of ‘diversity’ come into relief?

Michael Connors teaches politics at La Trobe University. He is the author of Democracy and National Identity in Thailand (revised edition, 2007).

