CSEAS Seminar Series, 2nd Semester 2008

Thursdays, 11-12.30pm, SG02, Manton Rooms, Menzies Building, Clayton campus

17-Jul
Lenore Manderson, Professor, Faculty of Medicine and Faculty of Arts, Monash University
(A Joint Seminar with the Centre of Malaysian Studies)
Karr’s curse: Panic, disease and strategies of control in Colonial Malaya

In recent years there have been increasing reports of re-emergent infectious disease and new viral infections, precipitating considerable global nervousness. Although the political response to these infections has been complicated by fears of bioterrorism and associated racist rhetoric, the practical action has been familiar. Various personal behavioural and public health measures of surveillance and containment have been (re)introduced, sometimes with savage consequence on local populations and economies. In this presentation, I contrast these trends with those of the 19th and 20th century, when moral panic informed state responses to epidemics of disease. Focusing on colonial Malaya, I illustrate how tactics of control and containment were implemented to sustain colonialism, commerce and industrialization. Although I use as my examples primarily on malaria and tuberculosis, I reflect also on other epidemics and endemic infections, and so highlight the consistencies over time of local and inter-government approaches to infectious disease, and the economic footings of these responses.

Lenore Manderson is Professor at Monash University, in the School of Psychology, Psychiatry and Psychological Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, and the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Faculty of Arts. Previously, she was Professor of Women’s Health, University of Melbourne (1999-2005), and from 1988-1998, Professor of Tropical Health, University of Queensland. She held an inaugural Australia Research Council Federation Fellowship to conduct research on chronic illness, disability, social relationships and well-being in Australia and Southeast Asia. She has publishes extensively: her books include Sickness and the State: Health and Illness in Colonial Malaya (1996), Global Health Policy, Local Realities (2000), Rethinking Wellbeing (2005) and Chronic Conditions, Fluid States (2009). She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia and Fellow of the World Academy of Art and Science.

24-Jul
Craig Thorburn, School of Geography and Environmental Science, Monash University

Tsunami Recovery Assistance in Aceh – a View from the Village

The Aceh Community Assistance Research Project (ACARP) was a multi-donor supported qualitative social research project, aimed at identifying and better understanding the factors that support and constrain recovery and redevelopment in communities in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam in the wake of the Boxing Day earthquake and tsunamis. Field research was undertaken by a group of 27 Acehnese social researchers over a three-month period in late 2007, in 18 tsunami-affected villages in the districts of Aceh Barat, Aceh Jaya and Aceh Besar, led by a team of senior researchers from Banda Aceh, Jakarta, and Australia.

This paper presents a summary of the ACARP study findings, focussing mainly on village government and local capacity. It highlights the unrealistic expectations placed by government and donors on the office of Keucik (village head), and the more reasonable hopes of the communities themselves, along with decision-making and problem solving processes, issues of transparency and accountability, and women’s participation in village community affairs. The paper also briefly reviews livelihoods and economic development programs and housing and infrastructure assistance in the survey villages.

Craig Thorburn is a Senior Lecturer in Monash University’s School of Geography and Environmental Science and Co-ordinator of the Master in International Development and Environmental Analysis (M.IDEA) program. He has lived and worked in Indonesia for nearly 25 years, focussing on issues of common property resource management, environmental justice, agrarian reform, and local government capacity, and presently serves as adviser to the Program Monitoring and Support Group (PMSG) for the Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction and Development in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam.

31-Jul

Virginie Andre, PhD candidate, Monash Asia Institute
Globalization: A new driving force in Southern Thailand
Recent developments in the conflict suggest that it is passing through a transformational stage which over time will witness a departure from the traditional patterns of violence characteristic of ethno-nationalist struggles in Southeast Asia in the post-colonial period. The failure in late 2001 of the Thai state to anticipate the resurgence of violence in the three southern provinces, and its parallel failure to develop a sustainable peace process, stems from two principle sources; its poor understanding of Southern Muslims as a distinctive people with their own sense of a separate identity and culture, and secondly a failure to grasp the capacity of external forces to re-energise and rejuvenate secessionist sentiment that is based on these distinctive patterns of culture and identity. In sum, from a traditional ethno-nationalist struggle the insurgency in Southern Thailand has morphed into a local Jihadist movement that is inspired by global forces but which is focused on local injustices. This seminar will be further exploring the ongoing transformation of the separatist insurgency in Southern Thailand such as the ideological shift and pattern of violence of the movement.

Virginie Andre is a PhD candidate and researcher with the Global Terrorism Research Centre at Monash University. Virginie's research is focusing on the framing of separatist terrorism in Southern Thailand. Related areas of research are security, disarmament, conflict resolution, ethno-nationalism, separatism, democracy and military, especially in Thailand and Southeast Asia. Virginie conducted fieldwork in Thailand in 2007 and 2008 and met with key actors who are shaping an understanding of the conflict in Southern Thailand. She has also worked with NGOs in Thailand on conflict resolution issues. Before coming to Monash University, she was project officer for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) in Brussels, and worked for the Asia-Europe Foundation in Singapore.

7-Aug

Minako Sakai, Senior Lecturer, School of Humanities and Social

Sciences, University of New South Wales at ADFA campus
In Search of a New Identity: The Rise of Islamism in Regional Indonesia

After the introduction of decentralisation in Indonesia, local governments in strongly Islamic regions have implemented shariah-like regional by-laws. This paper will analyse why such movements are on the rise in provincial areas of Indonesia. The provincial localities of the recent rise of Islamism will pose a question because support for Islamism is traditionally strong among the urban middle class. In this paper I will highlight that a ‘de-culturalisation’ process has taken place in the regional societies of Indonesia as represented by fragile social structure and the disappearance of iconic cultural symbols in the localities. De-culturalsation process is contributing to the rise of interest in Islamic symbols as new alternatives to customary cultural practices which had strongly co-existed with Islam.  In my conclusion, I will argue that this rise of Islamism in regional societies of Indonesia should be interpreted as a response to global, national, local and historical factors. Various Islamic groups are supporting their own brand of Islamic movements to promote their own agenda.  

Minako Sakai is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of New South Wales at ADFA campus.
14-Aug
Leontine Visser, Professor and Chair of Rural Development Studies,

Wageningen University, The Netherlands
Transborder fisheries and the limits of coastal governance

Taking examples of transborder fisheries practices within Indonesia and of Indonesians fishing in the Australian Fishing Zone, the paper aims to extend the forestry-based concept of territorialization by Vandergeest and Peluso (1995) by applying it to themarine environment in the case of transborder access and appropriation of marine resources. Transborder resource appropriation is a historical practice that is presently triggering international political and policy concerns because of a competition and contestation of increased claims on resources as expressions of local identity and regional economic demands of decentralized government agencies and private entrepreneurs, on the one hand, and competing intra-state and transborder search for ‘the blue gold’ with the potential risk of conflict, on the other hand. In Southeast Asia growing regional wealth and desire for shrimp, shark fin and sea cucumber are occurring in disjuncture with fuzzy processes of decentralization and privatization. 

The two case studies and the connectivity between ‘fishing in’ and ‘fishing out’ of Indonesia clearly indicate that the concept of transborder environmental access covers a wide range of individual strategic actions. The cases also provide the necessary data of people’s everyday practices to better understand the livelihood strategies of  ‘traditional’ coastal fishers who are engaged in licit but illegal transborder resource appropriation. 

Cast within the recently popular frame of ‘resilience’ studies these case studies also question the increasing domination of ‘systems thinking’ over ethnographic studies of everyday practice of coastal livelihoods and governance. What can social resilience tell us about the resilience of a marine system, about everyday politics in coastal livelihoods, and about coastal governance?

Leontine Visser holds a PhD in Anthropology from Leiden University, taught there and at the University of Amsterdam, and works since 2002 in Wageningen. Her research interests are mostly in the field of rural development, land entitlements and natural resources management. Since 2001 when she became the Head of the Maritime Studies centre MARE she is gradually moving toward coastal and marine resources governance (www.marecentre.nl ). Southeast Asia, particularly Indonesia, remain the locus of various PhD research projects on coastal livelihoods, governance and competing claims to marine space in Kalimantan; on peace and conflict mediation in Semarang and Aceh, and on a comparison of Marine Park Area developments in eastern Indonesia. She also supervises PhD students in Nepal and Cote d’Ivoire on the effect of HIV/AIDS on food security and women’s position in changing rural environments.

21-Aug
David Walker, Professor, Australian Studies, Deakin University
Death on Ambon

In February 1942 my uncle, Laurence Douglas Walker, was executed by Japanese troops on the island of Ambon. The outcome was unclear to the family until 1946 when mass graves were exhumed and some bodies were identified, though not my uncle's body. I would like to use this episode to reflect on war, traumatic memory and the larger questions of engagement with Asia. The paper will draw upon research undertaken for Anxious Nation and the volume that will follow it, Great Neighbours, covering the period from World War Two to the 1970s.

David Walker is Professor of Australian Studies at Deakin University.

He has written extensively on Australian representations of Asia from the mid-nineteenth century to the present. He is also currently writing a more personal account of family, memory and history.
28-Aug
Patrick Baker, School of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science, Monash University
A natural history of disturbance in the dry forests of Southeast Asia

Seasonally dry forests in the tropics are among the most threatened ecosystems in the world. They are often found on relatively fertile soils and are easily converted to other land-uses through the tree-felling and the application of fire. In continental Southeast Asia seasonally dry forests also provide habitat for a remarkable diversity of plants and animals, making them critical elements in regional conservation planning. Developing management plans for the forests of continental Southeast Asia is complicated by the diversity of forest types, which occur in mosaic patterns across most landscapes, and the poor understanding of the factors that maintain these mosaics. We combine evidence from historical ecology, contemporary surveys of large forest study plots, and 15 years of field experiences to describe the influence of disturbances (eg, fire, wind) on the structure and composition of the seasonally dry forests of continental Southeast Asia.

Dr. Patrick Baker is a lecturer in plant ecology in the School of Biological Sciences, Monash University (Clayton). His primary interests are in understanding the dynamics of complex, mixed species forests and the role of climate and disturbance on structuring these forests. Over the past 20 years he has worked in Northwest Africa, South and Southeast Asia, North America and the Hawaiian Islands.
4-Sep

Matt Ericson, PhD candidate, Monash University Accident Research 

Centre
Road safety in developing Asia

As visitors to Asia we’ve all noticed the crazy traffic: whole families on a motorbike, overloaded trucks and so on. In many Asian countries, road traffic injuries already kill more people than tuberculosis and malaria. With increasing economic development and improved road infrastructure, the problem is forecast to worsen.  The seminar will present an overview of the road safety problem in developing Asia, with examples drawn from rural road safety in Cambodia and the Lao PDR.

Matt will present survey data on the effect of road traffic injury on middle-income peri-urban households. Using the Millennium Development Goals as a benchmark, he will show how road accidents affect each of the MDGs—including such ostensibly unrelated Goals as gender and the environment.

Matt will then present case studies from rural road safety in Cambodia and Laos. The first regards the use of pick-up trucks providing public transport services (picture 1 attached). Matt will then present new research data on the increasing risk posed by two-wheel tractors, which are the dual-mode agricultural implement/transport vehicles increasingly popular in rural areas (picture 2 attached). 

The seminar will conclude with an overview of the road safety problem in developing Asia, the central stakeholders and funding organisations, and the policies and programs currently being prioritised.

 Matt is the recipient of the Peter Vulcan Scholarship and additional funding from the Accident Research Foundation. His Asian Studies supervisor is Prof David Chandler (Monash Asia Institute).

11-Sep
Sara Niner, Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash University
Change for the better? Handcraft development in Timor-Leste
Women in East Timor produce traditional textiles that play an important role in their identity and culture, particularly in the wake of destructive conflict in that society. The nascent craft industry is primarily composed of poor rural women, who represent a vulnerable and marginalized section of society. For many of these women selling craft is the only way to earn cash to pay for essential items. Assisting these women and their families to develop sustainable livelihoods in this small but viable industry is a worthy development goal. However new research indicates that, like handcraft producers everywhere, they face great obstacles in marketing their goods and retaining the cultural integrity of their products and practices while gaining a fair return for their work. The central argument based on this research is for a co-ordinated and dedicated craft development program in East Timor based on the current economic realities of production and trade, the distinct social variables of women producers and on the potential for their empowerment.

Sara is a Post-doctoral Fellow in the School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash University. She is the editor of ‘To resist is to win!: The autobiography of Xanana Gusmao with selected letters & speeches’ (2000). Her current research project focuses on the situation of aid and development interventions into the handicrafts industry in East Timor with a focus on Tais textile weaving.  

18-Sep
Lia Kent, PhD candidate, School of Political Science, Criminology and Sociology, University of Melbourne.
Transitional Justice in East Timor: Exploring Local Expectations and Effects 

Transitional justice is increasingly promoted by the United Nations (UN) and a range of international organisations as an essential component of the ‘tool kit’ for successful post conflict recovery. There are growing expectations that transitional justice mechanisms will satisfy survivors’ demands for justice and facilitate ambitious goals such as societal reconciliation and the transition to a democratic future.
Two transitional justice mechanisms were established during the UN administration of East Timor - a Serious Crimes Investigations and Prosecutions process and a Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR). Drawing on recent field research in East Timor, this presentation critically explores survivors’ expectations of transitional justice and the effects of these processes in their day-to-day lives. I suggest that while survivors endorse the concepts of national reconciliation, telling the nation’s story, and prosecutions of serious crimes, they express disappointment that transitional justice has not led to ‘results’ in their everyday lives, including symbolic and material recognition from the state. This widespread frustration - exacerbated by the national leadership’s current nation building priorities - raises questions about the purported benefits of transitional justice for survivors and East Timorese society more broadly. Nonetheless, I suggest that the CAVR, if not the Serious Crimes process, has had a number of indirect and unexpected effects; in particular, by encouraging the development of local memory projects, it has facilitated the creation a new political space for some victims to exercise agency and voice their demands for recognition and redress to the state. 

Lia’s PhD thesis explores the tensions and possibilities arising from the interaction of internationally-sponsored transitional justice processes with national and local politics in East Timor. In addition to her PhD research, Lia has also worked in East Timor in a number of capacities, including as Policy Analyst for Oxfam International, Human Rights Officer with the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET), and as a consultant for numerous national and international organizations.
25-Sep
Stuart Robson, Honorary Research Associate, School of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics, Monash University
‘Arjunawiwaha, The Marriage of Arjuna’, by Mpu Kanwa
This Old Javanese poem (kakawin) is the second oldest specimen of its kind, dating from about A.D. 1030. It has been valued for its philosophical passages, but at the same time contains some remarkable erotic descriptions. It is a challenging task to translate it into acceptable English, and to interpret its significance within the historical and cultural setting of early Java, not to mention tracing its literary connections, including Sanskrit sources. The seminar will explore a number of these facets.

Stuart Robson was Associate Professor of Indonesian at Monash University 1991-2001, and is now in active retirement. He has been exploring Old Javanese literature for more than 40 years, and has a number of publications to his name in this field.

Mid-semester break
9-Oct
Kerstin Steiner, Lecturer in the Faculty of Business and Economics, Department of Business Law and Taxation (BLT), Monash University

(A Joint Seminar with the Centre for Malaysian Studies)

Human rights protection at the crossroad? International law, religious laws and national laws: Jurisdictional division and freedom of religion in Malaysia

Malaysia has been trying to absorb Islam within a framework of a modern ‘secular’ state forging an uneasy compromise between secular laws and religious laws. One area where the tensions between the different legal systems become apparent are cases regarding freedom of religion. In this area expectations arising out of the international human rights framework, national/ constitutional protection of rights and religious laws have the potential to collide. Particular attention will be given to the legal context in which freedom of religion is framed focusing in particular on the relationship between the two different legal court systems, state and religious, that are dealing with cases of freedom of religion. There appears to be a strong tendency of the secular courts to confer cases of Muslim apostasy to the religious courts. However, if a Muslim files such a case at a Syariah high court it appears unclear as to whether the court will accept jurisdiction on this matter and whether such a conversion will be granted with or without sanctions.  The presentation will discuss three recent cases of the secular courts and compare these cases to decisions by religious courts, which have adjudicated quite differently in matters of apostasy in Malaysia. 

Kerstin Steiner recently commenced her new position as Lecturer in the Faculty of Business and Economics, Department of Business Law and Taxation (BLT), at Monash University. Prior to joining BLT, Kerstin was a staff member of the Asian Law Centre from 2001 to 2008 working on a variety of projects with different members of the Centre. She worked with Professor Tim Lindsey on his ARC-funded Discovery Project ‘Islamic Law in Contemporary Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei’. She is currently completing a two volume book series as a result of this research that is co-authored with Professor Tim Lindsey. Kerstin's research interests include the study of Southeast Asian legal systems, Islamic law in Southeast Asia, comparative law and international law. 
16-Oct

Paul Grundy, Department of Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Monash University & 
Iftekhar Ahmed, University of Melbourne 

Building disaster resilience into development: Housing reconstruction in Bangladesh and Vietnam & lessons from the Yogyakarta earthquake, 2006

Asia is the most disaster affected continent and the predominantly low-income communities in most Asian countries are often the most vulnerable. Iftekhar Ahmed’s presentation will focus on post-disaster housing reconstruction in the Asian context, illustrated by cases from Bangladesh and Vietnam. 

The project in Bangladesh was concerned with large-scale housing reconstruction as part of a recovery programme by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) after the large floods of 2004. In Vietnam, the project was implemented by the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) and the Center for International Studies and Cooperation (CECI) in response to Typhoon Xangsane in 2006.
The Yogyakarta earthquake on 17 May 2006 resulted in an estimated 5,782 dead, 36,000+ injured, 135,000 houses damaged, and 1.5 million homeless.  Whereas an estimated US$7,300 per victim was pledged for victims of the earthquake and tsunami of 26 December 2004 only about US$15 per victim was pledged for victims of the Yogyakarta earthquake.  Some fine reconstruction methodologies were implemented to a limited extent.  These were developed through interaction of local academic and expert groups and NGOs with local communities, with the local communities doing the reconstruction themselves.  The benefits and shortcomings of these approaches will be discussed. 
A far greater challenge is to engage communities in retrofitting buildings and infrastructure to withstand natural disasters such as earthquakes.  At Yogyakarta rebuilding allowed the integration of earthquake resistant structure in traditional domestic masonry housing, and the adoption of new structural systems using bamboo in industrial buildings.  For disaster risk reduction to be activated before disaster strikes, communities have yet to be engaged and committed to the process, fund sources have to be found, vulnerability of buildings and infrastructure has to be assessed, and basic research on acceptable and affordable retrofitting of buildings currently standing is lacking.  Paul Grundy’s presentation will discuss how to bring these disparate requirements together.

Iftekhar Ahmed is currently working at the University of Melbourne and RMIT University on research on safer housing options for low-income Asian communities and climate change adaptation. He teaches design, urbanization and disaster management in developing countries. Previously, he worked as project manager and trainer at the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) responsible for managing the PROMISE (Program for Hydro-Meteorological Disaster Mitigation in Secondary Cities in Asia) country projects in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam, 2006-07.
Paul Grundy AM is Professor Emeritus, Department of Civil Engineering, Monash University. Paul Grundy was a member of the Department of Civil Engineering, Monash University, 1966-2000. He is Emeritus Member, College of Structural Engineers, Australia and Vice chair, IABSE Working Commission 7 on Sustainability. He is Chairman, Joint Working Commission for Disaster Reduction on Coasts, sponsored by UN-ISDR, GADR, IStructE, IABSE, Engineers Australia and Monash University. Recent interests include building resilience into structures, infrastructures and communities at risk from major natural disasters

