Centre of Southeast Asian Studies, Monash Asia Institute, Monash University

Seminar Program, 2nd Semester 2006 ALL WELCOME

Thursdays 11.00-12.30 Manton Room SG02, Menzies building (11), Clayton campus, unless otherwise indicated
13th July 2006 Joint seminar Centre for Malaysian Studies and the Centre of Southeast Asian Studies, MAI.

Professor A. B. Shamsul, Professor of Social Anthropology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia.

Managing Collateral Damage: An Anthropologist's Viewpoint of the Abdullah-Mahathir Controversy

20th July 2006 
A/Prof Robert Rice, Department of Economics, Faculty of Business and Economics. Monash U
Problems and challenges of rehabilitation and reconstruction in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam.

27th July 2006 
Dr Thomas Reuter, Senior Research Fellow, Anthropology, Monash U
Global trends in religion: Terrorism, tourism, migration & the reaffirmation of Hindu identity in Bali

3rd August 2006 
Dr Douglas Lewis, School of Anthropology, Geography and Environmental Studies, Univ of Melbourne
The Black Portuguese and stranger kings: on the invention of dual sovereignty in eastern Indonesia 

10th August 2006 
Dr Trudy Jacobsen, ARC Postdoctoral Fellow in Anthropology and CSEAS, MAI, Monash U  

The Troubled Tribunal: ‘Punishing’ the Perpetrators of the Cambodian Genocide
17th August 2006 
Tom Chandler, Lecturer, Faculty of Information Technology and PhD candidate, Monash University
Digital Visions of Angkor

2pm for 2.30pm Fri, 18 August Executive lounge, Alan Gilbert building, 161 Barry St, Carlton Sidney Jones launches two new books, including Jemma Purdey’s “Anti-Chinese Violence in Indonesia, 1996-1999”. 
24th August 2006
Suparto, Lecturer, State Islamic University (UIN), Jakarta, and PhD candidate in Education, Monash U
Understanding Indonesian Pesantren 

31st August 2006
Prof Richard Tanter, Adjunct Professor of International Relations, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and Senior Research Associate, Nautilus Institute in San Francisco and at RMIT.
How to think about Australia-Indonesia relations

7th  September 2006 Chair: Dr Wendy Smith, Centre for Malaysian Studies, MAI
Julian C H Lee, PhD candidate in Anthropology, SAGES, University of Melbourne. 
Democracy and Exclusion: Islam, Citizenship and the Law in Malaysia
14th September 2006
Anna Lumban Goal, PhD candidate in Politics, School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash U
Negotiating Recognition and Identity Amongst the Non-Government Elites in West Papua Post-1998
21st September 2006
Hugh O’Neill, Architect and Adjunct Professor, Cultural Heritage Centre for Asia and the Pacific, Deakin U 
Thomas Karsten, practising architect and planner in Indonesia 1914 – 1945
28th September 2006 Mid-Semester break: No seminar 
5th October 2006
Dr Made Mantle Hood, Indonesian and Ethnomusicology, School of Music- Conservatorium, Monash U 

Orchestras of Local Legend: The Revival of the Balinese Gamelan Gong Gede

12th October 2006 
Dr John Prior, svd, Candraditya Research Centre for the Study of Religion & Culture, Ledalero, Maumere. 

Pentecostal Movements in Indonesia and the Philippines: The Vitality of Christian Shamanism in a Globalizing World

19th October 2006
Dr Jemma Purdey, Writer-in-Residence Postdoctoral Fellow, CSEAS, MAI, Monash University
Herb Feith: Knowing Indonesia inside and out

26th October 2006 Joint seminar Centre of Southeast Asian Studies and Centre for Malaysian Studies, MAI.
Dr Dennis Walker, Honorary Research Associate Centre for Malaysian Studies, Monash Asia Institute 
Recent Malay Religious Magazines as Approaches to Islamic High Culture. 
2nd November 2006
Martin Polkinghorne, PhD candidate in Archaeology and Art History & Theory, University of Sydney
Khmer Architecture: Local transformations of Indianisation at the turn of the 1st millennium

30th November 2006 Early evening: Herb Feith Lecture – Prof Ruth McVey
Iwaki Auditorium, ABC Southbank Centre, corner Sturt Street and Southbank Boulevard, Melbourne.
Professor A. B. Shamsul

Managing Collateral Damage: An Anthropologist's Viewpoint of the Abdullah-Mahathir Controversy

Since Tun Dr Mahathir, the Prime Minister of Malaysia for 22 years, handed over power to his chosen successor, Dato' Seri Abdullah Badawi in October 2003, the world has waited curiously to see what role the ex-PM would choose to play. Despite having no official government role, would he cast himself as the “elder statesman” like Lee Kuan Yew, try to be the power behind the throne, or just fade from the scene? For a time, PM Abdullah implemented slow but steady reform with seemingly little interference, but recently Mahathir emerged with his old acerbic style, accusing his successor of reversing his policies and mishandling the Malaysia Singapore causeway issue. The seminar will examine the controversy which has shaken Malaysia's “state of stable tension” and which has understandably been causing serious concern within the business sector, just when Malaysia was 

receiving renewed investor confidence through Abdullah's trajectory of reform and his sincere international diplomacy.

Associate Professor Robert Rice 

Problems and challenges of rehabilitation and reconstruction in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam.

A/Prof Robert Rice has just completed a nine-month tour with AUSAID and the UNDP as Economic Revitalisation and Development Advisor to the Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam and Nias Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency, the main Indonesian Government agency responsible for the

rehabilitation and reconstruction of these two tsunami and earthquake hit regions. In this presentation, he will speak primarily about the problems and challenges in this work and how AUSAID and the UNDP are attempting to deal with these challenges in Aceh.

Dr Thomas Reuter
Global trends in religion:  Terrorism, tourism, migration and the reaffirmation of Hindu identity in Bali

Ajeg Bali, a new cultural revival movement in Bali, Indonesia, is reflecting a growing sense of disenfranchisement and desire for self-empowerment among Hindu Balinese. Contributing factors to the rise of this movement are political decentralisation after 32 years of authoritarian rule, the touristification of local culture, increasing economic dependence on a global market, the perceived security threat after the terrorist bomb attack in Bali in October 2002, the growing influx of Muslim labour migrants from the 1980s onward, and fears of a possible Islamisation of the Indonesian state. The study of this and similar social movements in Indonesia sheds light on new global trends

in religion and an associated politics of identity.
Dr Trudy Jacobsen

The Troubled Tribunal: ‘Punishing’ the Perpetrators of the Cambodian Genocide  

Cambodia is preparing to relive the horrors of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979) as the surviving leaders of the Khmer Rouge regime brace themselves for trial. Consensus on what constitutes an appropriate punishment for those responsible for the deaths of millions, however, eludes Cambodians and international observers alike. Until the end of the nineteenth century, punishment in Cambodia usually consisted of fines, enslavement, amputation of the nose or ears, or torture. Guilt extended to the entire family of the perpetrator. Incarceration was used to determine guilt or innocence, rarely as a punishment in itself until the colonial period (1864–1953). The signing of the Paris Peace Accords in 1991 saw further externally imposed changes implemented in an attempt to bring the Cambodian penal system into line with recent developments in western human rights discourse. The Khmer Rouge genocide tribunal may be seen as the latest of these externally imposed changes. This paper discusses whether western notions of appropriate punishment can be reconciled with Cambodian Buddhist tenets of karma and dharma, and how the imposition of western values on the Cambodian penal system, through colonial and more contemporary forms of imperialism, has altered traditional ideas of Cambodian punishment – if at all.
Suparto

Understanding Indonesian Pesantren
Indonesia's pesantren, or Islamic boarding schools, have been a part of Indonesian Islam for hundreds of years. Pesantren are traditionally known as reputable institutions, spreading literacy, traditional knowledge and an independence of thought to the masses. In recent times many people outside Indonesia have come to associate pesantren with names like Amrozi and Imam Samudra, assuming that Islamic schools are little more than breeding grounds for extremism, Islamic militants and terrorists. With thousands of pesantren found throughout Indonesia today, how have they changed over time? Who has influence over the curriculum and how are they dealing with an ever-globalising world? What resemblance do the negative stereotypes now found in the West have to the real life teachings of Indonesia's pesantren? Suparto is completing a PhD thesis at Monash University on the remaking of Pesantren.

Julian C H Lee

Democracy and Exclusion: Islam, Citizenship and the Law in Malaysia

Processes of Islamisation have increasingly been felt in various areas of Malaysian life. It would seem that Islam is beginning to provide the underlying framework or Grundnorm of law, society and politics. This is manifest, for instance, in the tendency for civil court judges to defer to the Shari’ah courts in matters which involve an element of Islam. This is notably so in cases where people wish to convert out of Islam or argue that the religion of a deceased person was not Islam. In such cases, the Shari’ah court is judged to be the appropriate venue to determine this even though non-Muslims have no standing there and even though Article 11 of the Malaysian constitution guarantees freedom of religion. The centralisation of Islam in Malaysian politics predictably marginalises non-Muslim and unorthodox Malaysians. This naturally has a bearing on citizenship and democracy. The openness of public space is a pre-condition for enacting one’s citizenship and participating in democracy in its widest sense. The reduction of public space which Islamisation brings about for certain segments of the population constitutes an attrition of Malaysian democracy. In this paper, Julian Lee will describe some of the manifestations of Islamisation in Malaysia and he will point to what he thinks are the primary factors in shaping and propelling it. Amongst the theorists Lee will use in his description are Roy Rappaport, Michael Jackson and Ward Goodenough.
Hugh O’Neill

Thomas Karsten, practising architect and planner in Indonesia 1914 - 1945 
The nexus between the ideals of a political and cultural polemicist and the problems of an architect/town planner in practice, made Thomas Karsten one of the best known Netherlanders in the Indies during the first half of the 20th century. Since 1945 Indonesian architects and planners have tried to work through his legacy. This presentation complements the seminar in first semester by Dr Joost Coté on ‘Colonial utopias: Thomas Karsten (1885 - 1945) and the design of modern Indonesia’. 

Hugh O'Neill is Adjunct Professor at the Cultural Heritage Centre for Asia and the Pacific at Deakin University and Senior Fellow at the University of Melbourne. He has written about Islamic architecture in Southeast Asia following two terms as Visiting Fellow at The Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture at Harvard University and M.I.T. in 1990-91.

Made Mantle Hood 

Orchestras of Local Legend: The Revival of the Balinese Gamelan Gong Gede

The gamelan gong gede orchestra has inspired a rejuvenation of interest in sacred temple music on the island of Bali. For centuries, it has been a musical offering (upakara) for temple ceremonies, its musical aesthetic synonymous with introspection, meditation and spiritual balance.  However, in the 1930’s, the gong gede orchestra began to disappear.  Its large bronze gongs and metallophones were being melted down by blacksmiths who were busy filling orders for a new orchestra called gong kebyar.  Kebyar music was rebellious and dynamic, rhythmically aggressive, reflecting the socio-political situation on the island, a time when Balinese guerilla soldiers were fighting a war against their Dutch colonial oppressors. Through the 20th century, kebyar music dominated and no one was really sure how many gong gede orchestras were left on the island.  Today, Balinese musicians are beginning to look back at what has been lost, and there is a revival of interest in devotional sacred music. Part of this devotion is inspired by local legends where magical gongs descend from heaven and instruments make people invisible.  I argue that these legends are a tangible sociological force that helps propel a deepening of faith in Bali’s multifaceted neo-Hinduism movement. 

John Prior

Pentecostal Movements in Indonesia and the Philippines: The Vitality of Christian Shamanism in a Globalizing World

Southeast Asia has witnessed an unprecedented resurgence of religious vitality over the past fifty years as countries regained their political independence, embarked on economic development and became

enveloped by globalisation. The most dramatic upsurge taking place in Asian Christianity is in the Pentecostal/charismatic sector. While mainline church networks have opted for the poor, the poor have been opting for Pentecostal-like movements. This presentation looks at the indigenous roots of Pentecostal movements in the Philippines and Indonesia and the practical role of shamanism (healing and spirit possession) for the culturally displaced in a rapidly globalising world.
