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Item 1.  TODAY’S MAI Confirmation Seminar: The Evolution of Joint Warfare and China’s Military Modernisation
NB change of time from the normal morning slot to the afternoon

Friday 11 March 2011, 2.30 pm to 4 pm  
MAI room 5.95 (5th floor building H), 
Monash University, Caulfield
The Evolution of Joint Warfare and China’s Military Modernisation
This study assesses the theoretical evolution of Joint Warfare in the People’s Republic of China’s strategic discourse and its tangible implementation in the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA). An evaluation of the integration procedure and the degree of development of Joint Warfare in PLA’s modernisation process remains the central focus of this thesis. The thesis first explores the evolutionary trajectory of Joint Warfare in the armed forces of the United States of America (US). Then it looks into various compulsions and motivations which have propelled China to imitate US developments, as ‘unity in warfare’ and ‘interoperability’ appears to have become the hallmarks of the Chinese military modernisation process.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
 

Atul Kumar is a PhD Candidate at Monash Asia Institute. He began his doctoral research in 2010, after completing his Master of Philosophy on “China’s Information Warfare” from Jawaharlal Nehru University of India. Atul has published refereed paper on Joint Warfare and his book on ‘China-India Conflict’ is in pipeline. His field of interest covers East Asian Security affairs with a special focus on Chinese security and foreign policy. 
Item 2.  Japanese Studies Centre Conference The Future of Japan – Economy, Science and Technology 18 March

Venue:

Level 7 Monash Conference Centre, 30 Collins Street, City CBD
  8.30 am registrations

9.00 am Welcome

9.20 am Session 1 Japan in the evolving global setting- the economic factors
14.00 pm Session 2 Challenges for Japanese science and technology
17.30 pm Concluding Comments

This one day conference is funded by the Mitsubishi Corporation and is the first of a new series. A number of interstate and international experts on Japan will be speaking on this occasion including:

Professor Takahashi Toyoharu (Chuo University and Visiting Fellow, ANU), Professor Lu Liudi (Eastern China Normal University), 
Dr Sudung Manurung (University of Indonesia), 
Professor Nagano Hiroshi (National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo), 
Dr Morris Low (University of Queensland), and 
Professors Abdul Rahman Abd.Rahim and Shari Mohd. Yusof (Universiti Tecknologi Malaysia).
For further information:  Professor Ross Mouer, Conference Convenor:

Ross.Mouer@monash.edu
Item 3.  MAI Confirmation Seminar: the politics and economics of resilience: peasant perceptions and responses to disaster in the Sundarban area, Bangladesh  

Friday 25 March 2011,  10am to noon   
MAI room 5.95 (5th floor building H), 
Monash University, Caulfield
This thesis analyses the perceptions and responses of the peasants of Bangladesh to climate change by understanding their long history of resilience and identifying the factors that enabled them to adapt to natural calamities in the past. Focussing on those who live close to the Sundarban area, the thesis asks how responses to climate change relate to pre-modern paradigms of disaster management. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Mohammad Harunur Rashid Bhuyan is a PhD Candidate at the Monash Asia Institute.  He served as Research Associate to the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (the leading public think tank in Bangladesh) for 7 years. He began his doctoral research in 2010, after completing his Master of Arts in Sociology from The New School University, US, as a Fulbright Scholar. He has published a number of peer-reviewed articles and working papers on education, child mortality and employment. He is the co-author of The Social Dimensions of Adaptation to Climate Change in Bangladesh, World Bank Discussion Paper (12), December 2010.

Item 4  Global Learn Asia Pacific 2011: Global Conference on Learning and Technology http://www.aace.org/conf/glearn [http://www.aace.org/conf/glearn]

March 28-April 1, 2011

Melbourne, Australia 

http://aace.org/conf/glearn/call.htm [http://aace.org/conf/glearn/call.htm]

Hosted by Monash University, RMIT University & Deakin University

Global Learn Asia Pacific is an international conference, organized by the Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE). This annual conference serves to further the advancement and innovation in learning and technology. As the educational world becomes increasingly global, new ways to explore, learn, and share knowledge are needed. Global Learn is a means to connect and engage creative educators, researchers, consultants, training managers, policy makers, curriculum developers, entrepreneurs, and others in the topics and fields in which they are passionate. Global Learn offers an opportunity to meet and discuss their ideas, findings, and next steps.
Poster to Print: http://aace.org/conf/glearn/GL11Poster.pdf [http://aace.org/conf/glearn/GL11Poster.pdf]

Topics: http://aace.org/conf/glearn/topics.htm [http://aace.org/conf/glearn/topics.htm]

Registration: http://aace.org/glearn/registration [http://aace.org/glearn/registration]
Global Learn, the premiere international conference in the field, spans all disciplines and levels of education and is expected to attract many leaders in the field from around the world. We invite you to attend Global Learn and submit proposals for papers, panels, roundtables, tutorials, workshops, posters/demonstrations, corporate showcases/demos, and SIG discussions. 
Contacts: conf@aace.org  OR sarah@aace.org
Item 5:  George Michell’s illustrated lecture on the Great Temple at Thanavur:  A special seminar organised by The Monash Asia Institute in collaboration with the Consul General of India in Melbourne.
Tuesday 29 March 5.30 pm to 8 pm

Venue:

Consul General of India in Melbourne

344 St Kilda Road, Victoria 3000

Tel. No: +61-3- 96827836, Extn 101

Direct Tel. No: +61-3- 96824370

Fax: + 61-3- 96968251 

Email: cg@cgimelb.org

Website: www.cgimelb.org
NB the venue is opposite the Shrine on St Kilda Road

RSVPs essential to Marika.Vicziany@monash.edu OR cg@cgimelb.org
George Michell will present an illustrated lecture on the Great Temple at Thanavur.  George Michell is spent more than four decades of research and fieldwork in South Asia, Central Asia and western China.  His analysis of the temples of India in particular is highly regarded.  Amongst other important achievements his initiative and leadership of the Vijayanagar research team led to the classification of Vijayanagar as a world heritage site. 

In February 2011, a new book was released about this temple: The Great Temple At Thanjavur: One Thousand Years, 1010-2010  co authored by George Michell, Indira Viswanathan Peterson, Bharath Ramamrutham (Photographer) and published by the prestigious Indian art publisher in Bombay, Marg.

We celebrate the return of Dr Michell to Melbourne where for decades he has been a friend and scholarly collaborator to many, including work on the Monash Asia Institute’s Kashgar project:
see for example Kashgar: Oasis City on China's Old Silk Road, Frances Lincoln, London, November 2008 co-authored by George Michell, Marika Vicziany, Yen Hu Tsui and photogaphs by John Gollings.
News from other institutions

Item 6.
Indian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond 2011

11 March 2011

Melbourne
Indian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond 2011

The Indian Film Festival returns in 2011 to celebrate and showcase the best of Indian cinema. 30films, 15 premiers – your favourite Bollywood blockbusters and critically acclaimed regional films. Meet your favourite film stars and makers - Vidya Balan, Raj Kumar Gupta, Malaika Arora Khan, Arbaaz Khan, Ali Zafar, Ornirban Dhar and Juhi Chawla only at Indian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond 2011

Opening night films

Dabangg, 11th March, 6:30pm

Film introduced and Q&A with producers and stars Arbaaz Khan and Malaika Arora Khan

No One Killed Jessica, 11th March, 6:45pm

Film introduced and Q&A with director RajKumar Gupta and leading actress Vidya Balan

Closing night film

I Am, 20th March, 6:00pm

The Australian premier of “I Am” will be introduced by producer/actress Juhi Chawala and director, Onirban Dhar followed by a Q&A. 

Item 7.
Europe and East Asia Workshop: Call for Proposals

15 April 2011

Melbourne
Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures

Jointly hosted by the University of Melbourne & Deakin University
The countries of the European Union (EU) are established democracies. However, their identities and futures remain contested, particularly given their current crises and difficulties. East Asia is not without its own challenges in terms of regional integration. Among other factors such as the economic and political diversity in the region, the antagonistic character of Sino-Japanese relations is often blamed for the lack of political integration. Southeast Asia is characterised by a number of very different political systems, ranging from Burma’s military regime to a weakly consolidated democracy in Indonesia.
This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-disciplinary gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration. The workshop particularly seeks to examine 1) trends in debating democracies, identities and futures in Europe and East Asia 2) changing trends in democratization in the countries of East Asia; 3) the possibilities for regional decision-making processes to be based on democratic principles; and 4) whether there are useful lessons from Europe.
The conference will ask a number of salient questions: does the transformative power of the European Union (EU), which has led to increased debate regarding concepts of ‘Europeanisation’ or ‘European identity’, have relevance in the East Asian context? Does EU’s drive towards the diffusion of ideas carry analytical weight in the East Asian context? Are any of the East Asian countries welcoming, shaping or supporting the diffusion of European ideas? Are any East Asian countries seeking to reject them? And which ideas are being diffused?
This workshop welcomes papers or panels on any of the above topics. With the rise of China and India, the important middle power role of Japan and Australia as well as the continuing importance of the USA, we also welcome papers or panels addressing the broader links between East Asia, Europe and the democracies, identities and futures of other relevant countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
Paper or panel proposals: Please send a 200-word abstract with your biographical information to one or both of the conference conveners: Dr. Marshall Clark (marshall.clark@deakin.edu.au) or Assoc. Prof. Philomena Murray (pbmurray@unimelb.edu.au) by 15 February 2011. Given the publication possibilities with a top journal or a leading publisher, we encourage invited presenters and keynote speakers to submit a completed draft of their papers (up to 7,000 words) to the workshop conveners by 1 April 2011.
Keynote speakers: Jean Monnet Lectures will be presented by Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse (Director of the Center for Transnational Relations, Foreign and Security Policy at the Otto Suhr Institute of Political Science at the Freie Universität Berlin) and Prof. Dr. Tanja Borzel (Jean Monnet Chair for European Integration and Director of a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “Europe and Its Citizens” at the Otto-Suhr-Institute for Political Science, Freie Universität Berlin).
Cost: The workshop and workshop dinner will be free of charge for invited participants. There is no registration fee. There is a small amount of funds available (up to $250 per student) to cover the accommodation and domestic transport costs of selected postgraduate students, who are also encouraged to submit papers.
Location: The workshop will be held at the Deakin University Melbourne City Centre
Item 8.
Re-Imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century

Re-Imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century

June 2-3 2011
Melbourne

The Australia India Institute will host its inaugural conference in Melbourne. The Conference, under the theme of Re-imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century will bring together scholars, researchers, policy makers and others interested in this critical issue of our time. This relationship must move from the neglect and ignorance of the past to a reawakening of the richness of the two countries’ shared stories, renewed mutual interest in the other and awareness of their potential together in the future. 
The Australia India Institute invites you to attend this Conference to be held at the Sidney Myer Asia Centre on the campus of the University of Melbourne. There is no attendance fee though registration is essential.
In addition to eminent speakers from India and Australia, the Conference offers the opportunity for scholars and researchers to submit papers for presentation at the Conference. Young scholars are particularly encouraged to contact the Conference organisers at the Australia India Institute. Some assistance with travel expenses may be available.
For more information on the conference, please visit http://www.aii.unimelb.edu.au/pages/conference-2011
Item 9.
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments 

1-2 September 2011
Melbourne
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.

We are looking to bring together researchers working on media, communication and democracy in the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe, the Asia Pacific region, Latin America and Africa and the Conference will be organised around the following areas:

- Class, property, markets and money: the social environment of communication and democracy

- Re-thinking the relations between media and democracy: institutions, organizations, representations, scales of government

- The changing practices and relations of journalism: towards democratic affordances?
We would be delighted if you felt that your current research on regional security in the Asia Pacific region fitted into our conference theme, and would consider submitting a paper abstract.  Selected papers from the conference will be published in a special issue of Communication, Politics & Culture (Issue 45.1, July 2010) and abstracts of up to 500 words should be sent by e-mail to eucentre@rmit.edu.au by 28 February 2011.

Should you have any queries about the Conference and its academic content, please don’t hesitate to ask Cathy Greenfield at cathy.greenfield@rmit.edu.au
Item 10.
Website of the month: The Australian Electoral Commission  http://aec.gov.au/
The Australian Electoral Commission and the Monash Asia Institute have developed a special collaboration for the research and training programs in the MAI’s Master of International Crisis Management. The AEC has undertaken important work in advising governments throughout the world on building sustainable environments to promote elections, democracy and civil society. About the masters program also see the Notice Board at: http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/mai/
About the MAI Bulletin 

The Monash Asia Institute Newsletter incorporates news items from the research centres of the Monash Asia Institute, partner organisations and other groups working to promote Asian Studies in Australia.

For further information about the Monash Asia Institute and this newsletter: http://www.monash.edu.au/mai/

To unsubscribe, please send an email to: Monash-Asia-Institute Enquiries, MAI.Enquiries@adm.monash.edu.au 
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