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Item 1.  ANNOUNCEMENT: 1-month trial access to the Foreign Broadcast Information Service at Monash Library
Monash library has a one month trial access to the FBIS (Foreign Broadcast Information Service) database. It covers the years from 1954 to 1996, and is described as “the United States’ principle source of open source intelligence.” The trial ends on April 30.

Link: http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/databases/2209408.html
Feedback: aline.scott.maxwell@monash.edu
Item 2.   ANNOUNCEMENT 2.  Completion of Monash Main Library inventory to the David Chandler Cambodia Collection
Some years ago, the Monash University Library was fortunate to receive a sizable section of King Norodom Sihanouk’s private library.  This important donation reflects the long history of scholarship on Cambodia at Monash University led by, in particular, Emeritus Professor David Chandler.

The inventory to these holdings has now been completed.  See the news item at: 
http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/
The inventory itself can be accessed at:

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/matheson/asrc/inventories/cambodia-collection/
Item 3.  MAI Indian-American film screening – “Lost Mother”
Tuesday 12th April lunchtime seminar

12:00pm-2:00pm

Monash Asia Institute

Monash University, Caulfield Campus

Film overview:

“Lost Mother” is a docu-feature on an Indian American single mother who reunites with her emotionally estranged son when she re-discovers herself while filming a documentary on an NGO in rural India.
Cast in India: Supriya Devi, Satarupa Sanyal, Pallab Kirtania, Monalisa Dasgupta, and others.

Cast in USA: Narendra Andy Gala, Taylor Donlan, Dagny Shaw, Barry Onody and others.
Monalisa Dasgupta is an independent filmmaker who lives in Los Angeles. Although a trained MBA with a career in Corporate Marketing, Monalisa left her regular job to pursue her interests in filmmaking, script-writing, film direction, film production, light and sound, editing and music mixing from the Irvine Valley College, Saddleback College, Hollywood Film Institute and the New York Film Academy. 
Item 4.  Monash Arts conference – Imagination: City, Country, Culture and Creativity
18th-19th April 

10:00am-5:15pm
Monash University Museum of Art (MUMA)

Building F, Education Room, adjacent to Ground Floor Foyer

Monash University, Caulfield

Imagination: City, Country, Culture and Creativity
The Monash University Museum of Art presents a two day conference on the role of “imagination” in artistic creation. Artists and psychoanalysts from both Australian and international universities will present.

Keynote speaker
Professor Scott Lash, Goldsmiths, University of London

 

Speakers
Professor Peter Beilharz (La Trobe University)

Dr. Janine Burke (Monash University)

Dr. Tom Ford (Australian National University) 

Dr. Eduardo de la Fuente (Flinders University)

Dr. Trevor Hogan (La Trobe University) 

Professor Scott Lash (Goldsmiths, University of London), Keynote Speaker 

Professor Andrew Milner (Monash University) 

Associate Professor Peter Murphy (Monash University)

Professor David Roberts (Monash University) 

Associate Professor John Rundell (University of Melbourne)

Dr. Sian Supski (Monash University) 

Oscar Zentner (University of Melbourne and psychoanalyst) 

Phone: 0437386442

Website: http://arts.monash.edu.au/ecps/conferences/imagination/
Item 5.  Japanese Studies Seminar – Internationalise and/or Perish: a Japanese experience of higher education reform
5:00-6:00pm, 20th April

Japanese Studies Centre (Bldg. 54),

Monash University, Clayton

Internationalise and/or Perish: a Japanese experience of higher education reform

All universities want to become more international. Or do they? The idea of university internationalisation has a venerable lineage in Japan, yet the country is still regarded as a somewhat reluctant member of the global academic community. 
Critics both within Japan and beyond tend to point to a history of cultural homogeneity and ineffective government policy as explanations for the failure to internationalise successfully. In this seminar Jeremy Breaden presents an alternative account by focusing on the actual subjects of internationalisation: the universities themselves. 
Using extensive fieldwork data, he explains the day-to-day priorities and processes informing the engagement of Japanese universities with the imperative to internationalise, and argue that for many such universities, the question is not how international one can become, but rather how successfully a rhetorical commitment to internationalisation can be aligned with organisational renovations to guarantee survival in the face of increasingly harsh domestic realities. 

Jeremy Breaden (BA Hons, LLB Hons, PhD) has been lecturing in Japanese studies at the School of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics, Monash University since February 2011. Before coming to Monash, Jeremy worked as an independent consultant, providing English-language research and communication solutions to Japanese clients, and assisting non-Japanese clients to develop commercial and educational partnerships in Japan. This was preceded by almost a decade living in Japan and working in local government and higher education administration. Jeremy’s PhD thesis, completed at the University of Melbourne in 2010, was an ethnographic study of internationalisation and organisational change in a Japanese university. His current research interests include globalisation and Japanese approaches to personnel training, and the politics of community identity in rural Japan.
The presentation will be conducted in English.
Enquiries: jeremy.breaden@monash.edu

All are welcome.
Item 6:    His Excellency, the Korean Ambassador to Australia will speak on ‘Korea-Australia Cooperation as Middle Powers’

Date:  May 3rd , 2 pm to 3pm 

Venue: Council Chamber Building 3A. Clayton campus
Chairs:  Professor Marika Vicziany, Director, Monash Asia Institute and 

Dr Younga Cho, Convenor of the Korean Studies Program, Monash University
Item 7:   MAI Lunchtime Seminar – Cultural Data Sculpting

12:00pm-2:00pm, Tuesday, 3rd May

Monash Asia Institute

Monash University, Caulfield Campus
Cultural Data Sculpting: Omni-spatial Visualization for Large Scale Heterogeneous Datasets

The rapid growth in participant culture (embodied by Web 2.0) has seen creative production overtake data access as the primary motive for interaction with museum databases and online collections. The meaning of diverse bodies of data is increasingly expressed through the user's creative exploration and re-application of data, rather than through the simple access to information, and presents the museum with theoretical, experimental and technological challenges. In addition, the opportunities offered by interactive 3D technologies in combination with visual analytics for enhanced cognitive exploration and interrogation of rich multimedia data still need to be realized within the domain of the digital humanities.
This paper presents four research projects currently underway to develop new omni-spatial visualization strategies.

Presented by: Sarah Kenderdine, Applied Laboratory of Interactive Visualization and Embodiment, City U Hong Kong, Special Projects, Museum Victoria, Australia

All are welcome.
More information: http://conference.archimuse.com/mw2011/papers/cultural_data_sculpting_omni_spatial_visualiza 

Contact: skender@museum.vic.gov.au
Item 8:   Tagore Symposium and Cultural Performances 21st and 22nd May

On the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore Monash University in collaboration with the Indian Consul General in Melbourne is holding a two day cultural celebration with an international Tagore troupe from India, leading scholars from South Asia and local specialist academics and performers.
Details of this program to be announced shortly.

Venue: 
Indian Consulate, St Kilda Road, Melbourne (opposite the Shrine).

For regular updates see MAI homepage at: 

http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/mai/
News from other institutions
Item 9.
Call for research proposals: Indian Foreign Service

Santosh Kumar is directing the Strategic and Economic Capacity Building Programme at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations. The programme, launched with encouragement from MEA, aims at enhancing capacities of South Asian academics, politicians, diplomats, media-persons etc. on international strategic and economic issues of the future. 
They are seeking proposals for short-term research projects on such issues . Selected researchers will have six months to complete the research under the guidance of expert mentors of international standing. There is an honorarium of INR 100,000 for the completion of the paper. 

 

They are also seeking participants from South Asians for our second annual Advanced Briefing Programme on Strategic Issues in, which is to be held from 31st Oct. to 12th Nov., 2011 in Delhi. They will bear the expenses for air travel to and from South Asian countries and arrange lodging and per diem for all selected participants.  The objective is to expose mid-career members of the South Asian external policy communities to front- line thinking on strategic and economic issues.  It will be a comprehensive state-of the-art programme, covering a gamut of current and critical issues, with internationally known experts as faculty. Our first Briefing Programme, held last November, was a great success.  The participants came from a number of South Asian countries besides India (including Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, India, and the Maldives). They included representatives from the diplomatic community (including some senior MEA officials), media, think-tanks and academia. The sessions covered a wide array of issues including: the global economic & strategic situation, the energy challenge, the security situation in South Asia, the rise of China, climate change, food security, nuclear & other critical technologies etc.

Those of you whose profiles fall within our requirements are welcome to apply for participating in the research and training modules of the programme.

More information: http://www.icrier.org/page.asp?MenuID=5&SubCatId=173&SubSubCatId=226 

To join the IFS Google Group, send e-mail to: indianforeignservice@googlegroups.com 
Item 10.
Europe and East Asia Workshop
15 April 2011

Deakin University Melbourne City Centre

Melbourne

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures

Jointly hosted by the University of Melbourne & Deakin University
The countries of the European Union (EU) are established democracies. However, their identities and futures remain contested, particularly given their current crises and difficulties. East Asia is not without its own challenges in terms of regional integration. Among other factors such as the economic and political diversity in the region, the antagonistic character of Sino-Japanese relations is often blamed for the lack of political integration. Southeast Asia is characterised by a number of very different political systems, ranging from Burma’s military regime to a weakly consolidated democracy in Indonesia.
This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-disciplinary gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration. The workshop particularly seeks to examine 1) trends in debating democracies, identities and futures in Europe and East Asia 2) changing trends in democratization in the countries of East Asia; 3) the possibilities for regional decision-making processes to be based on democratic principles; and 4) whether there are useful lessons from Europe.
The conference will ask a number of salient questions: does the transformative power of the European Union (EU), which has led to increased debate regarding concepts of ‘Europeanisation’ or ‘European identity’, have relevance in the East Asian context? Does EU’s drive towards the diffusion of ideas carry analytical weight in the East Asian context? Are any of the East Asian countries welcoming, shaping or supporting the diffusion of European ideas? Are any East Asian countries seeking to reject them? And which ideas are being diffused?
Keynote speakers: Jean Monnet Lectures will be presented by Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse (Director of the Center for Transnational Relations, Foreign and Security Policy at the Otto Suhr Institute of Political Science at the Freie Universität Berlin) and Prof. Dr. Tanja Borzel (Jean Monnet Chair for European Integration and Director of a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “Europe and Its Citizens” at the Otto-Suhr-Institute for Political Science, Freie Universität Berlin).
Cost: The workshop and workshop dinner will be free of charge for invited participants. There is no registration fee. There is a small amount of funds available (up to $250 per student) to cover the accommodation and domestic transport costs of selected postgraduate students, who are also encouraged to submit papers.
E-mail: marshall.clark@deakin.edu.au or pbmurray@unimelb.edu.au 
Item 11.
Translation talk: Translators – the unsung heroes
Wednesday 13 April, 5.30 for 6.00pm
Lecture Theatre FS 104
La Trobe University City Campus
215 Franklin St, Melbourne (near the corner of Franklin and Queen Streets)
Translators - the unsung heroes
This talk will focus on largely personal experiences of being translated, 
with some general points, from the literary viewpoint, of rival translations of great books.
Rodney Hall has had 37 books published. These include fiction, non-fiction, poetry and stage works. His work is published in the USA, UK, Australia and Canada and in translation into German, French, Danish, Swedish, Spanish, Portuguese and Korean. His many radio and TV scripts have been broadcast by the ABC and the BBC.
He has twice won the Miles Franklin Award (for Just Relations in 1982 and The Grisly Wife in 1994) and been three times nominated for the Booker Prize in the UK. He won the Canada-Australia Award in 1988 and the Victorian Premier's prize for Captivity Captive in 1989. He was poetry editor of The Australian from 1967-1978. He was presented with the gold medal of the Australian Literature Society in 1992 and again in 2001.
The New York Times praised him as "A thrillingly smart and juicy writer."  The Saturday Review (USA) said "He immediately establishes his place among the best writers of his time." 
In 1990 he was awarded membership of the Order of Australia.  In 1991 he was appointed for a three-year term as Chairman of the Australia Council. In 2003 he was awarded the Centenary Medal. His latest publication is a memoir Popeye never told you (Pier 9, 2010).
Contact: Brian Nelson

Ph: +61 3  99052215 (w), +61 3  94174550 (h)

Website: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~aalitra/
Item 12.
Re-Imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century

Re-Imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century

June 2-3 2011
Melbourne

The Australia India Institute will host its inaugural conference in Melbourne. The Conference, under the theme of Re-imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century will bring together scholars, researchers, policy makers and others interested in this critical issue of our time. This relationship must move from the neglect and ignorance of the past to a reawakening of the richness of the two countries’ shared stories, renewed mutual interest in the other and awareness of their potential together in the future. 
The Australia India Institute invites you to attend this Conference to be held at the Sidney Myer Asia Centre on the campus of the University of Melbourne. There is no attendance fee though registration is essential.
In addition to eminent speakers from India and Australia, the Conference offers the opportunity for scholars and researchers to submit papers for presentation at the Conference. Young scholars are particularly encouraged to contact the Conference organisers at the Australia India Institute. Some assistance with travel expenses may be available.
For more information on the conference, please visit: http://www.aii.unimelb.edu.au/pages/conference-2011 
Item 13.
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments 

1-2 September 2011
Melbourne
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.

We are looking to bring together researchers working on media, communication and democracy in the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe, the Asia Pacific region, Latin America and Africa and the Conference will be organised around the following areas:

- Class, property, markets and money: the social environment of communication and democracy

- Re-thinking the relations between media and democracy: institutions, organizations, representations, scales of government

- The changing practices and relations of journalism: towards democratic affordances?
Inquiries: cathy.greenfield@rmit.edu.au 
Item 14.
Website of the month: The Bangladesh Enterprise Institute

The Bangladesh Enterprise Institute is a non-profit, non-political research centre. Established in October 2000, the Institute has established for itself a reputation as Bangladesh’s leading think tank. Not only does it undertake research and advocacy about the growth of private enterprises in Bangladesh but it also provides analysis of domestic and regional security issues, including the nature and risks of terrorism in Bangladesh.  

The President of the BEI is Ambassador Farooq Sobhan.  He was Executive Chairman, Board of Investment (BOI) and Special Envoy to the Prime Minister 1997-1999 and Foreign Secretary 1995-1997. He has also served as Ambassador/High Commissioner to India, China, Malaysia and the United Nations. He visited Washington and the United Nations in New York in May 2007 as the Special Envoy of the Present Caretaker Government, with the rank and status of a Cabinet Minister.  He served as Chairman of the Group of 77 at the UN 1982-1983, and was Chairman, UN Commission on TNCs 1991-1992.  He is a member of the Board of Governors of the South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), based in Kathmandu and was Co-Chairman of the Coalition for South Asian Co- operation (CASAC) from 1994-2001. He was a visiting professor at the Elliott School for International Affairs at George Washington University in 2003, where he taught a post graduate course on South Asia.  

Website: http://www.bei-bd.org/ http://www.socialenterpriseportal.org/ 

Contact: rashed@bei-bd.org
About the MAI Bulletin 

The Monash Asia Institute Newsletter incorporates news items from the research centres of the Monash Asia Institute, partner organisations and other groups working to promote Asian Studies in Australia.

For further information about the Monash Asia Institute and this newsletter: http://www.monash.edu.au/mai/

To unsubscribe, please send an email to: Monash-Asia-Institute Enquiries, MAI.Enquiries@adm.monash.edu.au 
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