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Item 1.  ANNOUNCEMENT: New appointments for MAI Phd graduates
We congratulate two of our recent doctoral graduates on their new employment.

 

Dr Sven Schottmann has taken up a three year appointment as a Research Associate at the Centre for Dialogue at La Trobe University. He will be following his research interests in Malaysian politics and exploring imaginative and intellectual encounters between Muslim political actors in different parts of the Muslim world. 
He is also editing a volume on conflict, religion and culture in Southeast Asia, and is involved in a soon to be established series of intercultural and interfaith dialogues between Australia, Southeast Asia, the Arab world and Turkey.  Dr Schottmann's thesis was title was: "Islam, properly understood: Mahathir Mohamad on Malaysian society, religion and politics".

 

Dr Elena Danilova has been appointed as a full time lecturer in Public Relations on the Berwick campus of Monash University for the first half of 2011.  Her doctorate dealt with the uses of English for special purposes as part of a Phd in the field of engineering education.

Item 2.   “Adoramus” Classical Music Concert with Persian classical flute, western flute and guitar
7:00pm, Sunday, May 1st
Kaleide Theatre, RMIT University

360 Swanston St, Melbourne

Join us for a night of cross-cultural classics, with a performance by noted Persian classical group “Adoramus”. Experience the unusual mixture of sounds when the Ney, a classical Persian end-blown Flute that requires the sound being produced from inside the mouth, is joined by a Pinschofon and an 8 string Guitar.

Adoramus also plays some more traditional music for various size flutes and guitar including Bach's beautiful Triosonata in G BWV 1039, a couple of pieces by Weber arranged for Flute and Alto Flute by Theobald Boehm and the Gran Duo Concertante op. 52 by Giuliani, the famous Hungarian Fantasy op. 35 by Doppler as well as a variety of duos and solos including Debussy's Syrinx.
The Monash Asia Institute is pleased to offer all students presenting student ID cards two tickets for the price of one: you pay $33 and bring a friend free.
Tickets: Adults $33, Students $27

Bookings essential: Send an SMS to +61431624349

More information: Victorian Persian Arts Centre, www.victorianpac.com
Item 3:    His Excellency, the Korean Ambassador to Australia will speak on ‘Korea-Australia Cooperation as Middle Powers’

Date:  May 3rd,  2 pm to 3pm 

Venue: Council Chamber Building 3A. Clayton campus
Chairs:  Professor Marika Vicziany, Director, Monash Asia Institute and 

Dr Younga Cho, Convenor of the Korean Studies Program, Monash University

All welcome.
Item 4.  MAI Lunchtime Seminar – Cultural Data Sculpting

12:00pm-2:00pm, Tuesday, 3rd May

Monash Asia Institute

Monash University, Caulfield Campus
Cultural Data Sculpting: Omni-spatial Visualization for Large Scale Heterogeneous Datasets

The rapid growth in participant culture (embodied by Web 2.0) has seen creative production overtake data access as the primary motive for interaction with museum databases and online collections. The meaning of diverse bodies of data is increasingly expressed through the user's creative exploration and re-application of data, rather than through the simple access to information, and presents the museum with theoretical, experimental and technological challenges. In addition, the opportunities offered by interactive 3D technologies in combination with visual analytics for enhanced cognitive exploration and interrogation of rich multimedia data still need to be realized within the domain of the digital humanities.
This paper presents four research projects currently underway to develop new omni-spatial visualization strategies.

Presented by: Sarah Kenderdine, Applied Laboratory of Interactive Visualization and Embodiment, CityU Hong Kong, Special Projects, Museum Victoria, Australia

Sarah Kenderdine’s work on 3D visual presentations of Angkor Wat and Vijayanagara has been widely admired in Australia and abroad.

All are welcome.

More information: http://conference.archimuse.com/mw2011/papers/cultural_data_sculpting_omni_spatial_visualiza 

Contact: skender@museum.vic.gov.au
Item 5.  Call for papers – MAI Rabindranath Tagore Conference and Cultural Evening: the Monash Asia Institute in collaboration with the Consul General of India in Melbourne.
1:00pm May 21st, 6:00pm May 22nd 

Consul General of India in Melbourne
344 St Kilda Road, Victoria 3000
On 21st and 22nd May, 2011, the MAI will be celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore — a legendary Bengali poet and the first non-European to be awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. We have invited prominent Tagore experts, scholars, cultural personalities and artists from all over the world to participate. Our celebration is aimed at enhancing our understanding of the contribution of Tagore to socio-politico-economic and cultural studies. With this initiative we also hope to introduce Tagore to a large audience in Australia and abroad.
The 2-day event consists of a one full-day conference and cultural evening on Saturday 21st May and a cultural evening and screening of a documentary on Sunday 22nd May. In addition to informing the Australian public about the work and ideas of Tagore, we intend to publish a high quality academic book based on the papers at the conference.

Call for Papers

We intend to cover the following themes at the conference:

· Philosophy of Tagore 

· Literary thought of Tagore 

· World view of Tagore / Tagore and International Affairs 

· Tagore and peace studies / world peace 

The conference aims to explore the range of Tagore's ideas by bringing together interdisciplinary articles that evaluate the relevance of Tagore's literature and ideas in the context of 21st-century Asia.
Abstracts (250 words) are invited from scholars engaged in any of the above studies on Tagore. This abstract should be submitted with a title and a short biography of the author(s). Abstracts are due by 30th April, 2011 and the final paper should be emailed by 30th June, 2011. The preferred method of referencing is the Harvard (author/date) system and the word length should ideally be between 3000–7500 words. Scholars need to use Powerpoint for presenting at the conference on Saturday 21st May, 2011.
Abstracts, final papers and further queries regarding the submission of papers should be directed to:

E-mail: MAI.Enquiries@adm.monash.edu.au
For further information about Monash Asia Institute and this conference: http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/mai/
News from other institutions
Item 6.
Conference: Australia and India in the 21st Century

June 2-3 2011
Melbourne
Re-Imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century

The Australia India Institute will host its inaugural conference in Melbourne. The Conference, under the theme of Re-imagining the Relationship: Australia and India in the 21st Century will bring together scholars, researchers, policy makers and others interested in this critical issue of our time. This relationship must move from the neglect and ignorance of the past to a reawakening of the richness of the two countries’ shared stories, renewed mutual interest in the other and awareness of their potential together in the future. 
The Australia India Institute invites you to attend this Conference to be held at the Sidney Myer Asia Centre on the campus of the University of Melbourne. There is no attendance fee though registration is essential.
In addition to eminent speakers from India and Australia, the Conference offers the opportunity for scholars and researchers to submit papers for presentation at the Conference. Young scholars are particularly encouraged to contact the Conference organisers at the Australia India Institute. Some assistance with travel expenses may be available.
For more information on the conference, please visit: http://www.aii.unimelb.edu.au/pages/conference-2011 
Item 7.
Call for papers: The 19th New Zealand Asian Studies Society International Conference 2011
2 - 4 July 2011, 

Massey University, 
Palmerston North, 
Turitea campus
The rise of Asia and shift of emphasis to Asia as the site of emerging power are key factors in the twenty-first century. We are seeking papers on topics of original research that address these and other issues on the local, national and international levels and in a context that is multidisciplinary. The discourses could include East, Southeast, South, Central and West Asia. We welcome all topics related to these areas as well as proposals for panels. Participants are especially invited to submit proposals for papers on plenary session themes. We accept one paper submission only per person. Emerging scholars and postgraduate students are particularly welcome.
Paper presentations will be allocated 30 minutes (20 minutes presentation and 10 minutes discussion). Shorter papers with more time for discussion are welcome. Panels will normally comprise three paper presentations.

All papers will be included in a conference proceedings with ISBN number.  The organizers are considering producing an edited volume.

Submission of Abstracts

Paper abstracts, single spaced and no longer than 200 words, must be
submitted electronically as Microsoft Word email attachments through the
New Submission link (below) before 30 April 2011. 

Details can be found at: http://www.nzasia.org.nz/callforpapers11.html
Item 8.
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments 

1-2 September 2011
Melbourne
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.

We are looking to bring together researchers working on media, communication and democracy in the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe, the Asia Pacific region, Latin America and Africa and the Conference will be organised around the following areas:

- Class, property, markets and money: the social environment of communication and democracy

- Re-thinking the relations between media and democracy: institutions, organizations, representations, scales of government

- The changing practices and relations of journalism: towards democratic affordances?
Inquiries: cathy.greenfield@rmit.edu.au 
Item 9.
Website of the month: The Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata, India
In 2010 Monash University and IDSK signed an MOU to promote collaborative research projects in areas of mutual interest.  The Director of IDSK is the well known and highly respected Indian economist/economic historian Professor A K Bagchi, Padma Shri.  

The Monash Asia Institute has worked closely with IDSK and Prof Bagchi for about a decade, but the new MOU provides more extensive opportunities for collaboration for other faculties and departments.
See:  http://www.idsk.org/
About the MAI Bulletin 

The Monash Asia Institute Newsletter incorporates news items from the research centres of the Monash Asia Institute, partner organisations and other groups working to promote Asian Studies in Australia.

For further information about the Monash Asia Institute and this newsletter: http://www.monash.edu.au/mai/
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