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Item 1.  THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  MAI Confirmation Seminar on Japanese Youth in Australia
Thursday, 19th May 10am to noon

Monash Asia Institute, Room 5.95, 5th Floor, Building H

Caulfield Campus, Monash University

ABOUT THE SEMINAR:

Ikigai, the Life Worth Living: dreams and purpose amongst young Japanese in Australia

In a Japan devastated by natural disasters and an economy on the downturn, the aspirations of the up and coming generations are going to be more important than ever. In an increasingly ageing society, however, the voices of youth are straining for attention. Developing an interview framework from the Japanese term ikigai – loosely defined as “that which makes one’s life worth living” – this project aims to present Japanese youth in Australia as they see themselves. Through their eyes, we might see something of the future of Japan itself.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

Michael Slater is a graduate of the Master of Asian Studies, and is currently enrolled in a Master of Arts by Research.  He has also acted as an administrative assistant in the MAI for the past 18 months.  Previously he taught English in Japan, presented various papers at conferences, and has published on the subject of the attacks on Indian students in Melbourne. 

Item 2  Seminar Centre of Southeast Asian Studies 2011 seminar series 
Youth Indonesian among the urban, middle class Javanese
Howard Manns Jr., of Monash University
Thursday 19th March 1pm to 2pm 

Elizabeth Burchill Room 

Monash Clayton Campus
Convenor: Julian.Millie@monash.edu

ABOUT THE SEMINAR: Youth Indonesian among the urban, middle class Javanese

This talk explores an emerging variety of Indonesian spoken by young, educated Javanese interlocutors in Malang, Indonesia.  Youth Indonesian is among the practices used locally to construct the youth identity gaul which is associated with language styles of the capital Jakarta.  This results in some tension within the local, Javanese context.  This study explores how this tension is resolved at the interactional and identity levels.  Conversational and social background data are examined to explore the linguistic and social practices of 25 Javanese interlocutors.  More than 30 hours of naturally-occurring conversations were transcribed and analysed.  
The findings show that most young people value both Javanese identity and gaul.  Yet, because of the tension noted above, some speakers only use Jakarta forms with a sense of irony and others avoid these forms altogether.  However, many speakers select both Javanese and Jakarta forms to create a new twist on Javanese identity and achieve particular discourse goals.  Speakers select Jakarta pronouns, discourse markers and a Jakarta suffix to enact stances which are confident, brash and less concerned with hierarchy.  I position these stances with regard to existing Javanese cultural scripts which emphasise hierarchy and harmonious relations.
This study addresses the lack of research on naturally-occurring conversations in Indonesian.  It sheds light on the processes by which Jakarta forms enter the speech styles in non-Jakarta communities.  It also informs debates on the place of informal Indonesian in Australian classrooms.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

Howard Manns is an assistant lecturer within the Linguistics Program at Monash.  He recently submitted his doctoral thesis Stance, Style and Identity in Java.  Before coming to Monash, he lived and worked in East Java for two years.  He previously worked as a linguist for the U.S. military specialising in Iranian languages.  

Item 3:  4-6pm Thursday 19 May 2011 - 'Countering radicalism and promoting tolerance: lessons to be learned from the experience of Indonesia's Liberal Islam Network (JIL) since 2001'  Seminar by Dr Nadirsyah Hosen
'Countering radicalism and promoting tolerance: lessons to be learned from the experience of Indonesia's Liberal Islam Network (JIL) since 2001'

The Global Terrorism Research Centre and the Centre for Islam and the Modern World, Monash University, are pleased to invite you to attend the above seminar, to be conducted at Monash Caulfield, by Dr Nadirsyah Hosen.

Dr Nadirsyah Hosen is a Senior Lecturer in Islamic Law at the University of Wollongong. His first PhD (Law) was obtained at the University of Wollongong and second PhD (Islamic Law) at the National University of Singapore. 

Dr Hosen is author of Shari'a and Constitutional Reform in Indonesia (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, 2007), a co-editor (with Joseph Liow) of Islam in Southeast Asia, 4 volumes, (Routledge, London, 2009), and a co-editor (with Richard Mohr) of Law and Religion in Public Life: The Contemporary Debate (Routledge, London, 2010).

Venue: Building B Room 461 (Opposite Library) Monash Caulfield Campus

RSVP:  Rosalind King <Ros.King@monash.edu>
Item 4.  Rabindranath Tagore Conference and Concert: Monash Asia Institute in collaboration with the Indian Consulate General in Melbourne and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, New Delhi
Saturday May 21st, 1:00pm to 5.30 pm
Sunday May 22nd , 3.00 pm 6:00pm
Main Hall

Consulate General of India in Melbourne
344 St Kilda Road, Victoria 3000 (Opposite the Shrine)
On 21st and 22nd May, 2011, we will be celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore — a legendary Bengali poet and the first non-European to be awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. 
On Saturday 21st May leading world scholars will talk about different aspects of Tagore’s life and work: 1pm to 5.30pm.
On Sunday 22nd May a special group of singers and musicians from India will perform from Tagore’s extensive collection of songs and poems: 3pm to 6pm.

See attached poster.
RSVPS ESSENTIAL FOR AFTERNOON TEA CATERING PURPOSES; 

E-mail: MAI.Enquiries@adm.monash.edu.au
For further information about Monash Asia Institute and this conference PLUS THE FULL PROGRAM FOR THIS COMING WEEKEND SEE:  http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/mai/
Item 5.  Mid-Candidature Seminar on the Armenian minority of Iran
Friday 17th June 10am to noon.

Room 5.95, 5th floor Building H
Caulfield Campus, Monash University.

ABOUT THE SEMINAR:

Though an officially Islamic, and for that matter Shi'a country, Iran still possesses a politically recognised and autonomous population of non-Muslims - Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians and Baha'is. This thesis is focused specifically on the Armenian Christian community and their place, both officially and unofficially, in Iranian society. Based on fieldwork conducted in 2010, James Barry argues that while their numbers have declined significantly, a vibrant Armenian community still remains in Tehran.  He will examine various issues - cultural renewal, relations with the government and emigration.  How have these altered in the past twenty years as a result of political pressure and independence of the Republic of Armenia to the north.?  What perceptions of Iranian Armenians are held by Muslims and by the Armenians themselves? 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER:
James Barry is a doctoral candidate in the Monash Asia Institute and a lecturer in anthropology at Monash University. He completed his B.A. in 2007, graduating with first-class honours for his thesis on Armenian-ness in the Armenian Diaspora. In 2010 he completed five months of fieldwork in Iran.

Item 6.  Faculty Early Career Research Award 2011: Nominations Invited
Calling for nominations for the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Research by Early Career Researchers.  

Researchers from all campuses including overseas and Australian regional campuses are eligible for the award.

Closing date for applications is 10 June 2011.

Please visit the web page on the Faculty of Arts staff pages for all relevant information: 
www.arts.monash.edu.au/research/staff-only/research-staff/deans-ecr.php
Item 7.   Faculty Excellence in Innovation and External Collaboration Award 2011: Nominations Invited

Calling for nominations for the Dean's Award for Excellence in Innovation and External Collaboration.

Researchers from all campuses including overseas and Australian regional campuses are eligible for the award.

Closing date for applications is 10 June 2011.

Please visit the web page on the Faculty of Arts staff pages for all relevant information: 
http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/research/staff-only/research-staff/deans-iec.php

Note: Previous recipients of the award are eligible to be renominated in the instance they can demonstrate a significantly different innovation or external collaboration.

Candidates who received commendation certificates last year are encouraged to apply again if eligible.
News from other institutions
Item 8.
Buddha’s Day and Multicultural Festival
14-15th May

Federation Square, Melbourne

Proudly presented by Fo Guang Shan Melbourne and Buddha's Light International Association of Victoria (BLIA VIC), the 16th Buddha's Day and Multicultural Festival marks the Buddhist holidays with a unique annual event celebrating vesak or wesak (Buddha's birthday), flavoured by Melbourne's diverse multicultural society.
Buddha's Day and Multicultural Festival incorporates the traditions of Buddhist ceremonies and celebrations including the "Bathing of the Buddha", daily Dharma ceremonies, the Wishing Bell and traditional incense offerings, a vegetarian culinary tour of Asia alongside the Yarra on the River Terrace, cultural demonstrations and insights, music, art and craft and community service groups. 
Plenty for Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike! 
The festival is a unique introduction to Buddhism for kids and families with special activities and games for the younger of body and mind.

More information: http://www.buddhaday.org.au/ 
Item 9.
The 19th New Zealand Asian Studies Society International Conference 2011
2 - 4 July 2011, 

Massey University, 
Palmerston North, 
Turitea campus
The rise of Asia and shift of emphasis to Asia as the site of emerging power are key factors in the twenty-first century. We are seeking papers on topics of original research that address these and other issues on the local, national and international levels and in a context that is multidisciplinary. The discourses could include East, Southeast, South, Central and West Asia. We welcome all topics related to these areas as well as proposals for panels. Participants are especially invited to submit proposals for papers on plenary session themes. We accept one paper submission only per person. Emerging scholars and postgraduate students are particularly welcome.
Paper presentations will be allocated 30 minutes (20 minutes presentation and 10 minutes discussion). Shorter papers with more time for discussion are welcome. Panels will normally comprise three paper presentations.

All papers will be included in a conference proceedings with ISBN number.  The organizers are considering producing an edited volume. 

Details can be found at: http://www.nzasia.org.nz/conference.html 
Item 10.
Melbourne conference on China
6-7 August, 2011

Sydney Myer Asia Institute

The University of Melbourne

The Asia Institute at the University of Melbourne is pleased to announce the 2011 Melbourne Conference on China, to be held at the University of Melbourne on Saturday, 6 August and Sunday, 7 August 2011. We invite researchers, policy makers and advisers, educators, industry representatives, representatives of professional and other bodies, and independent scholars and experts working anywhere in the world and in any area of China studies to meet in Melbourne - the 'New Gold Mountain' for Chinese settlers in the 1850s, and now Australia's 'capital of culture' - to consider the complex developments (both contemporary and historical) in China's cities and countryside and in China's wider global setting, and to explore the interactions between these different domains.
Call for Papers

Please submit an abstract of up to 500 words, no later than Friday, 20 May 2011, to the following email address: Conference-on-China@unimelb.edu.au 

The abstract must be in English and must contain the proposed title of the paper, the author's name and home institution and a brief bio of no more than 150 words, along with contact details, including postal address in English (or Chinese if applicable). All submissions will be acknowledged in writing upon receipt via email. Other inquiries may also be sent to the above email address, or to the contact people listed below.  Each presentation will be for 20 minutes, followed by 10 minutes for discussion. The conference will be conducted in English, but a few sessions will be bilingual and conducted in both English and Chinese. 
Website for further details about themes, objectives, presentations:

http://www.chinastudies.unimelb.edu.au/conferences/2011/index.php 
Item 11.
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments 

1-2 September 2011
Melbourne
Conference on Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.

We are looking to bring together researchers working on media, communication and democracy in the new democracies of Central and Eastern Europe, the Asia Pacific region, Latin America and Africa and the Conference will be organised around the following areas:

- Class, property, markets and money: the social environment of communication and democracy

- Re-thinking the relations between media and democracy: institutions, organizations, representations, scales of government

- The changing practices and relations of journalism: towards democratic affordances?
Inquiries: cathy.greenfield@rmit.edu.au 
Item 12.
Website of the month:   The News International 
This Pakistani newspaper provides good coverage of domestic and international events:    http://thenews.jang.com.pk/
See their recent reports on the raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound.
About the MAI Bulletin 

The Monash Asia Institute Newsletter incorporates news items from the research centres of the Monash Asia Institute, partner organisations and other groups working to promote Asian Studies in Australia.

For further information about the Monash Asia Institute and this newsletter: http://www.monash.edu.au/mai/

To unsubscribe, please send an email to: Monash-Asia-Institute Enquiries, MAI.Enquiries@adm.monash.edu.au 
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