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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Flexible Transnationalism: Indian students in Melbourne, Australia

My name is Michiel Baas and I am a PhD Candidate from the Amsterdam School for Social Science Research (ASSR), which is part of the University of Amsterdam. I am writing to ask you to participate in my research project on Indian students in Melbourne which is hosted by the Monash Asia Institute at Monash University. This research deals with three inter-related questions:

1. What are the reasons Indian students choose Australia as a country for overseas education?

2. What do their lives look like when they are in Melbourne (in terms of studying, part-time jobs, social life etc.)?

3. What are their plans for after graduation?

If you agree to be interviewed by me, the length of time taken for the initial interview is about 1 – 2  hours.  With your consent, I would like to take notes during the interview.  I attach a list of the topics which my research is covering to give you an idea of the specific questions that I will be asking.  

If you are comfortable with this project and the attached list of research questions, I kindly request you to fill in the attached consent form. I would like to stress that participating is completely voluntary and that if you feel uncomfortable with any part of this project you need not even finish reading this letter or, if you feel uncomfortable later you can pull out of the project at any time. In the event that you wish to pull out of the project, I will destroy all the notes I have taken from previous interviews with you.

All the participants in this study are overseas Indian students who are either doing their bachelors or masters degrees in Melbourne. In addition, some former international Indian students who have stayed on as resident after completing their degrees will also be included in the study.  Like you, these people became aware of this research through various means:

1. a flyer which was distributed among community leaders;

2. through my advertisement in local Indian newspapers;

3. via emails you have received from Monash Global E-mail or the monthly electronic bulletin of the Monash Asia Institute. 

By participating in the study of Indian students in Melbourne, you will be helping to create a better understanding in processes that trigger new forms of migration, transnationalism and globalization. The information provided by you will be used as information in the writing of a PhD dissertation on this topic. As I am a PhD candidate from the ASSR/University of Amsterdam, I will have to take the information you have given me out of the state of Victoria, Australia, and with me to the Netherlands. There I will analyze it and use it for the writing of my PhD dissertation. However, the Director of the Monash Asia Institute in Melbourne is the chief investigator for this research so you can always approach her  (see below). My supervisor at the University of Amsterdam is Professor Mario Rutten and he has ultimate responsibility for the use I make of this data.  The University of Amsterdam has special guidelines that ensure that all the raw materials from this research will be protected to ensure full confidentiality of my notes and other research materials.  Monash University has been fully informed of these procedures by Professor Rutten.

Research findings may be presented in academic journals or at conferences. It is likely that the dissertation will eventually be published as a book.  None of the individuals participating in the interviews will be named or referred to in any way that would enable them to be identified by third parties. The results of the research will be made available to you and all the respondents on request. For this purpose you may contact me at michielbaas@yahoo.com. The research data itself will be held in secure conditions at the University of Amsterdam for a duration of five years.

During the interview you are welcome to provide feedback to me on the interview process or seek not to participate in the project at any time. In case you have any complaints about me, the following persons may be contacted at all times:

Prof. Dr. M.A.F. (Mario) Rutten – supervisor

m.a.f.rutten@uva.nl ,  or: 

Dr. J.M.F. (Hans) Sonneveld – director of the ASSR

j.m.f.sonneveld@uva.nl
As I am a Visiting Research Fellow with the Monash Asia Institute (Monash University, Clayton Campus), any questions regarding me as a researcher or my research may also be directed to:

Prof. Dr. Marika Vicziany 

Marika.Vicziany@adm.monash.edu.au
Tel: 61 3 9905 2124

Fax: 61 3 9905 5370

In addition you may contact the Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans (SCERH) of Monash University. Their address is:

First Floor, Building 3D
Room 103 and 104

Clayton Campus

Monash University VIC 3800

Tel: +61 3 9905 2052 / 5490 / 2076 (fax: 1420). 

If you are willing to meet with me to participate in this project, kindly sign the attached ‘Consent Form’ and send it to me either by mail, email or fax to the following contact details:

Michiel Baas

11/263 Dandenong Road

Prahran - Melbourne VIC-3181

Tel: 04 05 017 060  

Fax: 03 9905 5370

michielbaas@yahoo.com 

Kindest  Regards,

Michiel Baas

PhD Candidate

Amsterdam School for Social science Research

University of Amsterdam

&

Visiting Research Fellow

Monash Asia Institute

Monash University

LIST OF INTERVIEW TOPICS

The topics I wish to discuss with you during the interview are:

· Personal history

· School history

· Family history

· Recruitment in India

· Reasons for studying abroad

· Applications to various overseas institutions

· Admissions to various overseas institutions

· Student loans

· Part-time jobs

· Enrolments and courses 

· Experiences with studying in Australia

· Social life in Australia

· Being Indian in Australia

· Relatives in Australia

· Indian community in Australia

· Hinduism in Australia

· Casteism in Australia

· Future plans

· Visa rules and regulations 

· Visa related problems

· Permanent residency

· Citizenship

Should any topic come up during the interview which is not listed here, you are always free not to discuss it or to terminate the interview.  You are also able to raise topics with me that I have not yet thought of.
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