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Time Lines and Pathways to the Past: Find Yourself in History

OVERVIEW OF TIME LINES
1:
Dreaming and Discovery: Aboriginal History and the First European Landfall

[From the beginnings of time to 1788]

2:
Voyages and Encounters: The Foundations of Colonial Society

[1788 to the 1830s]

3:
Whose Golden Age?: Exploiting the Land, Altering Australia

[1830s- c1860]

4:
Crossing the Country/Contesting the Land: City, Town and the Bush

[c1860- c 1880]

5:
Depression and Opportunity: Booms and Busts

[c1880 – c 1895]

6:
Founding a Nation: Vision, Compromise, Experiment

[c1895- 1914]

7:
The Great War: The Myth and the Reality of Anzac

[1914-1918]

8:
Broken Dreams: A Land Fit for Heroes?

[1919- 1939]

9:
Australians in Peace and War: World War Two, the Cold War and the ‘Forgotten Fifties’

[1939-1961]

10:
Hope and Challenge: Rethinking Australia

[1962- 1993]

OVERVIEW OF PATHWAYS TO THE PAST

PERSPECTIVES:


Emphasising multiple points of view and the contested nature of the past.  This approach emphasises the multiplicity of the past and invites students to develop understanding and empathy.

POSSIBILITIES:


Allow room for historical contingency, ask students to imagine different outcomes to key historical events that have shaped our history.  Had this happened (or not happened) how might the course of history have been different?  This will help to teach history in an engaging and meaningful way, promote student participation in the syllabus content and develop the historical imagination.  Ideally, it will promote a learning partnership between teacher and student.

CONTROVERSIES

How have historians differed in their interpretation of the key events/issues?  Which approach do students find most convincing and why?  Why do historians differ?  What personal, ideological and social contexts shape a perspective on the past?  Why is history rewritten with every successive age?

CONNECTIONS

Australian history must be a history that engages with the region and the world.  In each Time Line students/teachers should identify the major social/environmental/technological/ideological forces that shaped the course of Australian history at that particular time.  Particular emphasis should be placed on the movement of people and ideas, cultural exchanges, the derivative and adaptive nature of key social and political institutions and the rich heritage of many pasts.  While ‘Connections’ looks to the outside world it also acknowledges the unique importance of indigenous culture.  Indeed the way these trans national exchanges affected aboriginal communities should be a recurrent theme of study. 

WESTRALIAN VOICES

History is a resource all the community shares.  Students should see themselves, their families, and their community reflected in their history.  This focus area will identify events/individuals/issues that have figured large in West Australia’s past or have been sidelined by the national story.  Again, this provides an opportunity to study the history of indigenous communities more closely.  

Coupled with Westralian Voices is the notion of ‘Walking History’.  This identifies a specific site students and teachers might like to visit.  Teachers might make use of some excellent resources developed by the National Trust, Fremantle Prison, the Northbridge History Project and the WA Musuem and available on their respective websites.    

IMAGINED CONVERSATIONS

Again, this is a chance to develop empathy with historical subjects and exercise the historical imagination.  Often these conversations recreate actual historical encounters and brings into play important figures/issues in Australia’s past.  Teachers and students are encouraged to create their own equally revealing dialogues.  

Time Lines and Pathways to the Past: 

Find Yourself in History

1:
Dreaming and Discovery: Aboriginal History and the First European Landfall 

This timeframe takes us from the beginnings of time to the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788.  Its core focus is the richness of the world’s oldest continuous culture and the first European encounters with Australia.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· Dreamtime myths and Aboriginal cosmology

· Society and culture in traditional Aboriginal societies including the importance of kinship networks

· Aboriginal people’s interaction with the natural world including firestick farming and sustainable agricultural practices 

· Archaeological evidence concerning migration, trade, agriculture and settlement 

· The place the Great South Land occupied in the European cultural imagination

· The course of early Portuguese, Dutch, Spanish, French and English expeditions

· Asian interaction with Australia through the Trepang trade

· Cook’s voyage up the Eastern coast of the Australia

The following Pathways to the Past provide some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· Explore different creation stories and relate them to the diverse communities that occupied Australia

· Consider different interactions with the natural world- how did Aboriginal economies differ in Northern and Southern Australia?

Possibilities

· If the Dutch had found gold on the Western coast of Australian, how might Australia’s history have been different?

· For centuries Macassan fisherman visited Australia to harvest bêche-de-mer, arriving with the monsoonal winds and departing some months later.  If Macassan traders had stayed in Australia, how might that have changed their interaction with Aboriginal people? 

Controversies

· Introduce students to historical/archaeological debate concerning the nature and duration of Aboriginal settlement.  Did Aboriginal people migrate from Asia or was this the site of human creation?  What evidence might we look for in addressing these questions?

· Consider the many reasons for European exploration of the region.  Which do historians think were the most important and why?

Connections

· France, Portugal, Spain and the Netherlands fielded exploratory expeditions in the Pacific.  Investigate one of these European societies in the seventeenth and eighteenth century.  

· Consider the cultural and social legacy of Macassan visits to Australia and their exchanges with Aboriginal people.  

Westralian Voices

· The Northern and Western Coasts of Australia were charted long before Cook’s voyage along the Eastern coast, in smaller vessels and with fewer navigational aids.  Focus on the record of one of these early voyages of discovery.

· The oldest known Aboriginal tools were discovered near the Swan River.  What insight so they offer into the sophisticated economy of Aboriginal people?

Imagined Conversations

· Imagine the great botanist, Sir Joseph Banks could converse with the people of Botany Bay.  What would Banks want to know about Aboriginal peoples’ relationship to the land?  What might Aboriginal people wish to say to him?
· Imagine Cook continued his voyage around the northern tip of Australia and encountered Macassan fisherman harvesting bêche-de-mer.  The fishermen are regular visitors to Australia’s shores and are surprised to learn that Cook has just claimed all of Eastern Australia as a British possession.  What might they have said to him?
2:
Voyages and Encounters: The Foundations of Colonial Society

This time frame stretches from the arrival of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove to Governor Arthur’s declaration of Martial Law in Tasmania in 1828.  It looks at the kind of society Europeans established in early Australia and the cost this involved to the land’s original owners.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The impact the British invasion had on Aboriginal people and ways Aboriginal people responded to the occupation of their lands

· The reasons the British Government decided to transport convicts to Australia

· The skills convict workers brought to Australia and the nature of the early penal colony

· The difficulties Europeans experienced in adjusting to a new land

· The way convict workers sought new opportunities for themselves in a new society and the different prospects for skilled and unskilled, men and women

· Wealth and power in early colonial Australia; class, gender and ethnic inequalities

· Challenges to colonial authority (convict rebellion or the struggle between emancipists and exclusives) 

· Transplanting British ideas/institutions/conventions to Australia

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· Lt Watkin Tench was an officer on the First Fleet, a man of the Enlightenment and one of the first Europeans to learn Aboriginal languages.  Philip M’Entire was a convict employed as Governor Phillip’s gamekeeper.  How might they differ in their views of Aboriginal people and why?  What was the Enlightenment and how did it help shape perceptions of Aboriginal people?

· Australia was ‘settled’ under the doctrine of Terra Nullius.  It denied Aboriginal people any lawful title to the land because it was not farmed in ways familiar to Europeans.  Did Aboriginal people own the land; did they work it and care for it?  What was the moral and legal basis of Terra Nullius?

Possibilities

· In 1804, a group of some 400 convicts under the leadership of Philip Cunningham marched on Parramatta crying ‘Death or Liberty and a Ship to Take them Home’. They were intercepted by a much smaller force of soldiers and free settlers under the command of Major George Johnston and the rebel force was quickly routed.  Cunningham’s mistake was meeting Johnson in the field to negotiate.  What if the convict leaders had remained resolute?  What if they had overwhelmed the small force of marines sent to defeat them?  How would this have affected the status of convicts in the colony and would our convict past be remembered differently?  

· During the first few years of its existence, the European settlement in Sydney Cove was desperately short of rations.  The Sirius and then the Supply were sent to Cape Town and Batavia for food and farms were established along the Parramatta River.  What would have happened if the Sirius and Supply were ship wrecked and the first crops had failed at Parramatta?  
Controversies

· Was Australia occupied by Europeans as just ‘a dumping ground’ for convicts?  Why do historians differ in their interpretation of the reasons for ‘settlement’?

· Was conflict between aboriginal and non-aboriginal people inevitable and unavoidable?

Connections

· In proposing the settlement of New South Wales, James Matra urged the British government to ‘procure’ island women from New Caledonia and the neighbouring islands believing these would make ideal wives for male convicts.  He was determined to correct the sexual imbalance of the colony where men outnumbered women by 5 to 1.  What would have happened if Matra’s scheme had been carried out?  

· Identify some of the technological achievements that made possible the ‘settlement’ of Australia?

Westralian Voices

· While the British established a penal colony in NSW, Nicolas Baudin’s ‘Voyage de decouvertes’ explored the southern and Western coastline of Australia.  Identify places on the map that remind us of their journey.  What did they hope to ‘discover’?

· Captain James Stirling arrived at the Swan River in June 1827.  He spent a fortnight exploring the district and encouraged Governor Darling to establish a settlement there.  We have both written reports and a rich visual record of the journey.  What do they tell us about the European perceptions of the landscape and the people who lived there?

· Walking History:  Visit a site of significance for Aboriginal people in your local community.  What does it tell you about Aboriginal people’s (on going) relationship to the land?

Imagined Conversations

· Ann Davis, who also went by the alias of Judith Jones, was the first convict woman to be executed in NSW.  Her crime was the theft of food (a woman’s ration was two thirds that of a man).  What might Ann Davis have said from the gallows?

· At the same time as Baudin sailed the Western Coast, CDR Mathew Flinders circumnavigated the continent in the Investigator.  The two parties came together at Encounter Bay and although they believed France and England were still at war the meeting was said to be amicable.  Imagine the conversation between them.

· Why did the British Government send convicts to Western Australia after transportation to New South Wales had ended?

· Walking History: Visit the Fremantle Museum built by convicts in the 1860s.  What does this building tell us about ‘the convict experience’.

3:
Whose Golden Age?: Exploiting the Land, Altering Australia

This time line stretches from British settlement of the Swan River in June 1829 to the end of the first gold rush in Eastern Australia.  Its focus is the social and environmental impact of the establishment of pastoralism and the discovery of gold in Australia, the end of convictism and the birth of colonial democracy.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The varied experiences of men and women, skilled and unskilled under the assignment system

· Changes to the penal system and the reason the British Government decided to end transportation to Australia 

· The dispossession of Aboriginal people by the spread of pastoralism and the reshaping of the Australian landscape

· Ongoing resistance by Aboriginal people to the theft of their traditional lands and the role they came to play in the expanding white economy

· The discovery of gold in Eastern Australia and the way it changed the ethnic and social composition of the colonies

· The Eureka uprising and popular movements on the goldfields 

· The quest for self government and the struggle for manhood suffrage

· The growth and diversification of the colonial economy and way free immigrants were enticed to the colonies

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· There were different views on the form self government should take in Australia.  Conservatives in the Legislative Council of NSW favoured strict limitations on the vote and even advocated hereditary nobility.  Radicals like Daniel Deniehy ridiculed their proposal as the making of a Bunyip aristocracy.  How did the view of radicals and conservatives differ?  What did they hold in common?

· Coming to terms with a new environment continued to challenge Australia’s white ‘settlers’.  For the most part, British ideas and institutions were transplanted to Australia; people continued to dress, eat and work the way they did in England and to do so was a symbol of status and respectability.  Others argued we should adapt to the new world around us.  The explorer Ludwig Leichhardt and the artist and naturalist Ludwick Becker urged white Australians to learn from Aboriginal customs, respect aboriginal knowledge, eat ‘native foods’ even discard cumbersome European clothing.  How do you think these views were received in the colonies?  Why did it take so long to adapt to Australia?

Possibilities

· The discovery of gold by Edward Hargraves in May 1851 triggered a rush that would change the nature of (white) Australia?  But what if gold hadn’t been found?  Would Australia have developed less democratic political institutions, would a ‘Bunyip Aristocracy’ have come into being, would opportunities be fewer and class barriers even stronger?

· In June 1838, twelve white men killed a large group of Aboriginal people (mostly women and children) at Henry Dangar’s station on the Liverpool plains.  The Myall Creek murderers were tried in November and acquitted.  Governor Gipps demanded a retrial and 7 of the men were then convicted.  They became the first group of white men to be hanged for the murder of Aboriginal people.  What would have happened if the original verdict was upheld and did the convictions stem the killing on Australia’s frontier?

Controversies

· Place of slavery and exile or a land of opportunity?  How have historians differed in their assessments of the nature of convict society?

· How do historians differ in their portrayal of convict women and why?

Connections

· The rise of the Abolitionist movement abolished slavery in the British Empire and also brought about reforms to the convict system.  What did the Abolitionists believe and who were the movement’s principle supporters? 

· What kind of ideas inspired those who fought for democracy and self-government in the colonies?  Where was democracy conceived and who were its most radical advocates?  What was the chartist movement and how did it shape the symbols of popular protest on the gold field?  Who did these early democratic movements exclude and why?

Westralian Voices

· In December 1829, Edward Gibbon Wakefield published his scheme for the ‘systematic colonisation’ of Australasia.  He pointed to the social failure of settlement in Australia and called for sweeping reforms to the way land was allocated.  What did systematic colonisation involve and what does it tell us about the kind of society Wakefield hoped to create in Australia?   Large tracts of land between Western Australia and NSW were initially nominated for colonisation under Wakefield’s scheme.  Had WA been settled along Wakefieldian lines how would it have influenced the shape of the new colony?  Was an English gentry successfully transplanted to the Swan River?  

· In October 1834 a punitive party led by Governor James Stirling ambushed and killed a large community of Aboriginal people at Pinjarra.  European sources put the number of dead somewhere between 14-80; Aboriginal oral tradition put the figure even higher.  Why did the settlers attack the ‘natives’?  Why do some call this incident as ‘The Battle of Pinjarra’ and others condemn it as a massacre?  

· Who created ‘the Pioneer Myth’ in WA and what does the myth involve? Whose political purposes did/does it serve?

Imagined Conversations

· Throughout the 1830s George Augustus Robinson acted as the ‘Protector of Aborigines’ in Van Diemans Land.  He made several expeditions into the interior of Tasmania and persuaded many Aboriginal people to make peace with the settlers and accept an offer of sanctuary on Flinders Island.  What would Robinson have said and how might Aboriginal people have responded?  What became of Aboriginal people exiled to Flinders Island?

· Throughout the 1840s, the philanthropist Caroline Chisholm sought to ‘reform’ poor women and find them either (paid) work or ‘respectable’ marriage in Australia.  Imagine a conversation between Caroline Chisholm and one of the women she ‘emigrated’ to Australia.  How might their expectations of a new life in the colonies differ?

· Walking History: Visit the site of the Massacre at Pinjarra?  How is this history commemorated?  Visit any National Trust house in your district.  Whose lives are recorded there and whose lives are (largely) forgotten?

4:
Crossing the Country: City Town and the Bush

This time-line stretches from the departure of Burke and Wills from Melbourne in August 1860, to the execution of Ned Kelly in the Melbourne jail on 11 November 1880.  It focuses on the effort to ‘conquer’ the ‘empty’ interior, through exploration and communication as well as the physical occupation of the land, the struggle between squatter and selector, and the growth of an increasingly sophisticated urban culture and the plantation economy that developed in Northern Queensland.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· European efforts to possess the interior through mapping, naming and settlement

· The effort to establish a yeomanry on Australian soil through the free selection acts of the 1860s and 1870s

· The attempt to break the squatters’ hold on the political life of the colonies

· Attempts to create a plantation economy in Queensland through the use of Pacific Island Labour on the cane fields 

· Social banditry in Victoria and New South Wales (the Kelly Outbreak)

· The consolidation of the urban centres  

· The displacement of Aboriginal people on missions and reserves

· The extension of parliamentary democracy and the rise of trade unionism

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· In 1862, Henry Kendall published the first distinctively Australian book of poetry celebrating the beauty of the bush.  That same year the Victorian Acclimisation Society released sparrows, partridges and skylarks hoping to Europeanise ‘the melancholy woods’.  Why did colonial Australians differ so dramatically in the value they placed on the natural world around them?  Why did it take so long for (white) Australians to feel at home in the land they claimed to settle?

· In July 1871, the English novelist Anthony Trollope arrived in Melbourne and began his year long travels throughout Australasia.  His impressions of the colonies (Australia and New Zealand) offer us a vivid historical ‘snapshot’ of each of Australia’s colonies.  Why is Trollope so pessimistic about Western Australia’s prospects?  What ‘verdict’ does he pass on the ‘young colony’? 

Possibilities

· The siege at Glenrowan took place over 26-28 June 1880.  It ended in the deaths of three members of the Kelly gang and the capture of Ned Kelly.  Kelly had hoped to derail a train carrying police to the site of the siege and lead a local uprising against the colonial authorities.  His plan was thwarted when Glenrowan’s school teacher raised the alarm and saved the train from certain destruction.  What might have happened if Kelly hadn’t released his teacher hostage? Could we have seen the declaration of ‘The Republic of North East Victoria’?

· In 1868 Prince Alfred became the first heir to the British throne to visit Australia.  He was seriously wounded in an assassination attempt at Clontarf NSW; the gunman was described as a deranged Irish nationalist.  The attempt to assassinate Prince Alfred rekindled longstanding fears of a Fenian conspiracy in Australia and Henry O’Farrell was executed despite pleas for clemency.  If the heir to the throne had been killed, would sectarian divisions in Australia be even stronger?  What is sectarianism and what form did it take in colonial Australia?  What was the Fenian conspiracy? 

Controversies

· How have a new generation of environmental historians retold the story of Burke and Wills?

· Why were the Queensland sugar fields worked by (so called) ‘coloured’ labourers from the Pacific Islands?  What was ‘social Darwinism’ and how did it serve to justify economic equality and racial exploitation?  How successful were government attempts to regulate the industry and could it be considered a slave trade?

Connections

· 20 November 1871a submarine cable was laid between Darwin and Banjuwangi in Java, liking Australia to the outside world.  Six years later the telegraph cable was extended to Western Australia, connecting all the colonies and relaying news between them.  What did the telegraph line mean to colonial Australia?  What were the challenges in building and maintaining it? 

· Throughout the 1860s and 70s a series of land acts were passed in the eastern colonies designed to break the political power of the squatters and open up the land for free selection.  All these acts hoped to establish a prosperous yeomanry on Australian soil.  What did the yeoman ideal entail and what role did it envisage for women?  How appropriate was this ideology to the Australian landscape and how were the acts subverted?

Westralian Voices

· In 1861, three white explorers were killed at La Grange (Bidgedanga) south of Broome.  Their deaths caused an outcry in Perth; white colonists claimed Panter, Harding and Goldwyr were ‘killed in their sleep by treacherous natives’.  A punitive party was sent to avenge their deaths and an impressive memorial was raised to the men in Fremantle.  In 1994, Aboriginal communities placed a plaque at the base of the memorial mourning the Aboriginal dead, acknowledging aboriginal sovereignty over their land and outlining the ‘history of provocation’ which led to the killing of white explorers.  What do these two versions of history tell us about violence on the West Australian frontier?  How should these events be remembered and what does the changing pattern of commemoration tell us about the writing (and rewriting) of history?    

· In May 1861, Francis Gregory explored the North West of WA and collected pearls at Nickol Bay.  Who worked the pearling industry established in the North West and what hazards did pearling involve?   Students may wish to refer to Rev. John Gribble’s horrific account of the industry in the mid 1880s.  

· In April 1876 six Irish republican convicts escaped from Fremantle gaol aboard the American whaling ship Catalpa.  Although a shot was fired across the whalers bow, the Captain flew the American flag and claimed immunity of the high seas.  Why were the convicts given a heroes welcome when they landed in New York?  What does the Catalpa incident tell us about relationships between Ireland, Britain, the United States and Australia?

· Walking History:  Visit the Fremantle Museum.  What does it tell us about the social history of Western Australia in this period?

Conversations

· In July 1861 Sydney’s Chinese community petitioned the NSW parliament, protesting at their victimisation on the gold fields and attacks by white miners at Lambing Flat?  Write your own petition outlining the reasons you came to Australia and claiming the right to live and work in the colony.

· Sydney Trades and Labour Council was established in May 1871 and quickly became a forum for the rights of the working man.  Imagine a speech made by one of the unionists.  Whose rights advocate do you advocate and why?  

5:
Depression and Opportunity: Booms and Busts

This time line straddles the boom times of the 1880s to the worst years of the 1890s depression.  It focuses on the emergence of Labor politics and the rise of the women’s movement, the defeat of the union movement in the Great Strikes of the 90s and the struggle by working class Australians to make ends meet in the lean times of the depression.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The myth of a workingman’s paradise

· The ‘anti sweating movement’ and attempts to regulate industry

· ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ and the Land Boom

· Depression and industrial conflict in Eastern Australia

· The Gold Rush in Western Australia

· The Growth of Trade Unionism and the Rise of the Labor Party

· The Bulletin school and Australian nationalism

· First Wave Feminism and the changing status of white women

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· The late nineteenth century witnessed an outcry against ‘sweating’ denouncing the exploitation of poorly paid female and child labour in a number of key colonial industries.  While reformers called for state intervention to guarantee minimum standards of pay and conditions, conservatives condemned any interference with the laws of the market as socialism and argued working in the mines was rather like playing for children.  What was laissez faire? Who sought to restrict it and why?

· In 1888 Louisa Lawson published the first edition of the Dawn newspaper. It proclaimed itself ‘the Australian women’s journal and mouthpiece’.  The following year she founded the Dawn Club and set about the long struggle for women’s social political and industrial emancipation.  Who joined the Dawn club and what practical measures did they advocate?  Who opposed the women’s movement and why?

Possibilities

· In 1889, the NSW government passed legislation for the payment of parliamentary members.  Just two years later, the newly formed Labor Electoral League won 35 seats in the Legislative Assembly.  The new party pledged to improve the worker’s lot and ‘make and unmake social conditions’.  Payment of members wasn’t introduced in Britain until 1911.  If Australia had waited that long, how might Australian politics have been different? 

· As unemployment grew in the 1890s social reformers again looked to the land for salvation and ‘village settlements’ were established in all the Eastern colonies.  Many were run along cooperative lines, all believed that labour on the soil was a solution to poverty and degradation in the city.  Most of these settlements failed, inappropriate land was chosen and unemployed artisans had few of the skills required to work it.  If the movement had of succeeded, would Australia still be one of the world’s most urbanised societies?

Controversies

· Did the booming economic climate of the 1880s create a ‘workingman’s paradise’ in Australia?  Who did the ‘workingman’s paradise’ leave out?  

· What was the ‘Legend of the Nineties’?  Who did the legend celebrate, who did it exclude?

Connections

· What ideological influences informed the rise of first wave feminism in Australia?   Who was the ‘New Woman’ and what did she believe in?  Why was the temperance movement so important in shaping early feminist demands?

· In the bitter industrial disputes of the 1890s, many labour leaders called for the creation of a ‘Cooperative Commonwealth’ in Australia?  Trace the ideological origins of these socialist ideals.

Westralian Voices

· As the pastoral industry extended through the North West, Aboriginal people stole sheep and cattle grazing on their traditional lands.  Many were convicted for theft and sentenced to long periods of imprisonment on Rottnest Island.  What was imprisonment at Rottnest like for Aboriginal people?  How did they respond to punishment and exile?  The theft of cattle was also a form of resistance by Aboriginal people and one of the most feared and effective resistance leaders was Jandamarra, a Bunuba man from the Kimberleys.  Who was Jandamarra?  How did the ‘uprising’ he led challenge white colonisation?  

· Gold was discovered in 1892 in Colgardie and even richer fields were opened up in Kalgoorlie just a year later.  How did the discovery of gold change the nature of West Australian society?    What were conditions like for the miners and their families?

· Walking History.  What evidence of the Gold Rushes can be seen in the streets of Perth? 

Imagined Conversations

· In 1895, Mary Gilmore, poet, socialist, feminist and trade unionist, announced her intention to leave Australia and join a utopian community in Paraguay.  Several hundred idealists joined the ‘New Australia’ colony and the ship that took them there was the first immigrant ship to leave New South Wales.  Interview Mary Gilmore.  Why is she so disenchanted with the Old Australia?  What does she hope to achieve in the New? 

· Throughout the 1890s, Banjo Patterson and Henry Lawson debated the hardships and opportunities of life in the Australian bush?  Read their poetry and recreate the exchanges between them.

6.  Founding a Nation: Vision, Compromise and Experiment 

This time line runs from the mid 1890s to the outbreak of World War One in August 1914.  It focuses on the emergence of the Australian commonwealth, cultural expressions of Australian nationalism and the creation of a social laboratory in Australia. 

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· Debates surrounding federation 

· The nature of the Federal Compact and Australia’s Constitution

· The art of the Heidelberg school

· Images and icons of the new nation

· The Harvester judgement and the Minimum Wage

· The achievement of Women’s Suffrage

· The exclusion of Aboriginal people from citizenship

· The exclusion of non British immigrants and making of a white Australia

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· Compare the art of the Heidelberg school with that of earlier colonial painters.  How does it differ in its presentation of the bush?  Are their similarities as well as differences in the way European eyes see the landscape?

· Who opposed extending the vote to women and why?   Why were women of non-European descent excluded from citizenship?

Possibilities

· Western Australia held its referendum on joining the Australian Commonwealth in 1900, and only after the Federal Constitution had been approved in London.  Historians argue that the influx of gold miners from the East swung the vote in Federation’s favour.  If the West had stayed separate from the Commonwealth, how would its political institutions be different?  How might this have affected the course of Western Australia’s history?   

· The first Commonwealth Franchise Act specifically excluded all ‘coloured’ persons from exercising the vote.  This included Aboriginal people who did not regain the right to vote until the 1960s.  Some Aboriginal people had exercised the franchise in the colonial period.  If they had retained the right to vote, would their status in the new commonwealth have been different?

Controversies

· The Harvester Judgement of 1907 asserted the principle of a ‘living wage’.  Heralded in its time as a progressive decision, it also embodied the inequities of early twentieth century society.  How have feminist historians criticised the notion of a male breadwinner?

· Was the federation of the Australian colonies in 1901 an embodiment of national ideals or a mere marriage of convenience?

Connections

· The Australian constitution has been described as the ‘Washminster’ system of government?  What does this mean?  What underlies the political architecture of the Australian Commonwealth?

· White Australians may have founded a nation in 1901 but they remained a part of the British Empire.  What was the ‘crimson thread of kinship’ and what did it mean to white Australians?

Westralian Voices

· The completion of a 560-kilometre pipeline carrying water from the coast to the goldfields has been described as one of the greatest engineering feats in Australian history.  Who designed the pipeline and why has he attained a heroic status in West Australian history?  

· Embarrassed by the ill treatment of Aboriginal people in the North West, the West Australian government appointed a Royal Commission into ‘the condition of the natives’ in 1904.  Find out what conditions were like for Aboriginal workers in the pastoral industry at the turn of the century.  The government sought to solve the problem by increased ‘Protection’ of the ‘natives’.  How did the Protection Acts work in Western Australia and did they improve the lot of Aboriginal people.

· WA was the second state to give women the vote.  Why?

· Walking History:  Visit the Golden Pipeline or the Pump Station Museum in Manduring.  What do these places they tell us about the technological challenges of the pipeline? 

Imagined Conversations

· In the late nineteenth century women made up more than a quarter of all urban wage earners.  Most worked as domestic servants and (as such) received few of the benefits of protective legislation.  Imagine a conversation between a domestic servant and her master/mistress.  What duties is she required to perform, how rewarding is her work, what payment does she receive for her labour? 

· In 1912 two Chicago architects, Marian Mahoney and Walter Burley Griffin produced the winning design for Australia’s national capital.  Both believed in ‘building for nature’ and incorporated Canberra’s panoramic setting into their design.  Interview the two architects.  What shaped their vision of the world’s youngest democracy and what inspired their plan for Canberra?

7.  The Great War: The Myth and Reality of Anzac 

This time line runs from the prelude to war to the peace treaty at Versailles in 1919.  It focuses on Australians’ experience of war both at home and abroad, opposition to military conscription, the way war affected men and women, combatant and non combatant differently and the making of the Anzac mythology. 

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The Landing at Anzac and the Making of the Anzac Legend 

· Trench warfare and the nature of war on the Western Front

· The peace movement and opposition to military conscription

· The internment of enemy aliens and imperialist hysteria

· Women’s contribution to the war effort at home and abroad

· The emergence of Australian nationalism and redefinition of Australia’s place in the British Empire

· Mass bereavement and the impact of war on the civilian population

· The role of the war in consolidating racial and gender inequality

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· To this day, over 20,000 of Australia’s war dead are listed as missing.  Their loved ones lived in a terrible limbo, unsure of how their soldier died, unable to lay to lay to rest their memory.  In the aftermath of battle, the Red Cross interviewed survivors hoping to gather information on the missing.  Their testimony is available on line from the Australian War Memorial.  Locate the name of a particular soldier, perhaps even a soldier commemorated on your local war memorial.  What insights do the Red Cross Wounded and Missing Files offer into the nature of fighting, the suffering of soldiers and the grief endured by their families?  

· Australians have made pilgrimages to Gallipoli since 1919, when CEW Bean first returned to Anzac.  Suggest ways in which we remember the Landing might have changed over time.  Why has the Anzac legend been so enduring a feature of Australian identity?

Possibilities

· Australia experienced its ‘baptism of fire’ in April 1915 when troops were landed in a bloody assault on the Gallipoli Peninsula.  Although the campaign was a military failure, Australian and New Zealand troops served together as a distinctive unit and held the ANZAC sector of the line despite the odds against them.  But the war might have gone very differently.  The AIF may have served as garrison troops in Egypt until the costly battles of the Somme in 1916.  Like Canadian troops, they would have been intermingled with British units, one army amidst many.  Imagine our baptism of fire was not at Anzac at all but at Fromelles, Australia’s first major engagement on the Western Front.  How did the fighting at Fromelles differ to that of Anzac?  Does Fromelles have the makings of an Anzac Legend?  

· Australia fielded the only volunteer army to fight in World War One.  Twice the Nationalist Government of Billy Hughes tried to introduce conscription and on both occasions the referendum was narrowly defeated.  Historians have attributed the defeat of conscription to sectarian division in Australian society; many Irish Catholic Australians voted NO after the brutal repression of the Easter Uprising in Dublin.  Would Australia have voted YES if there had been no uprising in Ireland?  How would that have changed our prosecution of the war and the way it is remembered?

Controversies

· Did war enpower women or did it reinforce gender inequality?  Consider women’s role in both supporting and opposing the war effort and the experience of the women who served abroad as nurses.

· Can the Great War be considered a just war? Was it a struggle to defend the rights of small nations or a trade war fought to entrench old empires?  How and why have historians and contemporaries differed in their answer?

Connections

· The Great War witnessed a gap between technological innovation on one hand and outmoded military strategy on the other.  How did this shape the nature of fighting on the front line?

· At the Treaty of Versailles an American delegation under Woodrow Wilson sought to replace the old order of imperial competition with international cooporation, a League of Nations and self determination for colonial possessions?  How did the Australian delegation under Billy Hughes respond to these proposals?  

Westralian Voices

· What was the charge at the Nek and what is its significance to Western Australia?  

· Albany was the last view many departing soldiers had of Australia.  When they returned (if they returned) how would they have viewed Australia differently?

· Walking History: Attend an Anzac Day service at your local war memorial.  What does the ceromony tell us about how war is remembered in Australia?

Imagined Conversations

· Families who lost a loved one were not allowed to bring the body home, or to raise a monument over their grave. They were permitted to write an epitaph; it was carved on a tombstone most families would never see.  Imagine you are a mother or father who has lost an only son in war.  You are allowed 66 letters to write your epitaph (including the spaces between the words) and you will be charged three pence and one half penny for each letter.  What would you say?  And would an epitaph written in 1919 differ to the message chosen in 1933?

· Technically, Aboriginal men were not allowed to enlist in the First AIF.  Those who served were to be of predominantly ‘European descent’.  Nonetheless, many hundreds of Aboriginal soldiers fought in the Great War and a great many died overseas.  Those fortunate enough to return to Australia (and who fell under the authority of the Protection Acts) were still not permitted to vote, or travel or to marry without the permission of white authorities.  Imagine you are one of the ‘Black Diggers’ who returned from war.  You are invited to attend the unveiling of your town’s war memorial.  What do reply?

8.  Broken Dreams: A Land Fit for Heroes? 

This time line runs from end of one world war to the beginning of another (1919-1939).  It focuses on the repatriation of soldiers and their difficult readjustment to civilian society, post war immigration to Australia, the depression of the 1930s and the call to assimilate Aboriginal people into white society. 

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· Soldier settlement in interwar Australia 

· The plight of returned soldiers and the making of the RSL

· Concern over a falling birth rate and the rise of the eugenics movement

· The sponsorship of British immigration to Australia and 1920s Australia generally

· The struggle to survive the Great Depression, the fight for the dole and anti eviction movements

· The constitutional crisis in NSW: the dismissal of Jack Lang and the rise of secret armies

· Secessionist movement in Western Australia

· The forced assimilation of Aboriginal people into the white community and the struggle for Aboriginal citizenship

The following Pathways to the Past provides some approaches to these topics.   Students and teachers should feel free to develop others:

Perspectives

· Throughout the 1920s Australia raised over five thousand war memorials, more (per head of population) than any other country in the world.  Every community debated the form their memorial might take, an avenue of honour or the grieving statue of a soldier, a hospital for crippled men, a town hall for the community they fought for or a school to serve future generations.  Reconstruct the debates surrounding the building of Australia’s war memorials.  What do they tell us about our need to remember, our obligation to the dead and their families and the way we viewed the Great War?

· In the interwar years, the Singapore Plan underpinned the defence of Australia in any future war.  What did it involve, what does it say about Australia’s standing in the region and the Empire and why was it so fiercely debated by Australia’s civilian and military leaders?

Possibilities

· In February 1931, Jack Lang, maverick premier of NSW, unveiled the ‘Lang Plan’.  It proposed the suspension of interest payments to British bond holders effectively repudiating massive debts incurred during the Great War.  Lang pledged to lift NSW out of the misery of the depression and maintain dole payments for the unemployed.  He was dismissed by Government Philip Game, an act (some have argued) that averted civil war.  The legality of Lang’s dismissal was never tested in the courts.  Had Lang been reinstated what would the consequences have been for NSW and the Commonwealth as a whole?

· In 1933, the Nationalist Government in Western Australia conducted a state referendum asking voters if they favoured separating from the commonwealth.  Secession was supported two to one.  The subsequent state Labor Government prepared detailed legal arguments for independence and sent these to London with a petition some eight metres long.   The Parliament of Great Britain declared the proposal unconstitutional.   Had WA been allowed to succeed, how would its future be different?  Why is secessionist sentiment still evident today?

Controversies

· Were the Secret Armies a serious threat to democracy in Victoria and New South Wales?  What was the symbolic importance of Captain de Groot’s ‘opening’ of the Sydney Harbour Bridge on 19 March 1931?

· In the interwar years, new technologies changed the nature of home life.  Identify some of these technologies.  Did they free up women’s time – or create new expectations on the ‘homemaker’.  And what of the women who chose not to marry?  Who was ‘the bachelor girl’ and did she signal new opportunities for women?

Connections

· How did the communications revolution affect Australia?  Consider the social, cultural and economic impact of radio, film, planes and cars.  Why did Amy Johnson’s flight from England to Australia cause such a sensation?

· The interwar years witnessed a growing American influence on Australian popular culture.  Why was the popularity of new dance styles, new music and the appearance of the ‘flapper’ viewed with such alarm?

Westralian Voices

· How successful were group settlements in South Western Australia?  What do they have in common with previous schemes for closer settlement and how do they differ?

· View Philip Noyce’s film Rabbit Proof Fence?  What do Daisy’s, Mollie’s and Gracie’s stories tell us about the experience of Aboriginal people in the era of assimilation?  What was the eugenics movement and who were its advocates?

· Walking History.  Visit the National Trust’s Soldier Settlement House.  What does it tell us about ‘making a go of it’ on the land?

Imagined Conversations

· In 1938, as white Australians celebrated the sesquicentenary of ‘settlement’.  William Cooper and the Aboriginal Advancement League convened a ‘Day of Mourning’ in New South Wales.  Interview William Cooper and his Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal supporters.  What reasons do they give for a Day of Mourning?

· Throughout the 1920s, successive Australian governments at state and federal level called for higher levels British immigration to Australia.  Western Australia, and other Australian states, was fiercely ‘marketed abroad’.  How would an emigration leaflet make WA appealing for prospective British settlers?  Why did such a large number of British settlers in Australia long to return home?
9.  Australians in Peace and War: World War Two, the Cold War and the ‘Forgotten Fifties’ 

This time line runs from outbreak of World War Two in 1939 to the staging of the Alan Seymour’s play ‘One Day of the Year’ in 1961.  Its focus is the prosecution of World War Two the war’s impact on the social and economic life of Australia, the cold war (including Australia’s military involvement in Korea), the rise of the Liberal Party, the growth of suburbia and cold war anti communist hysteria.

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The role Australia played in the Middle East the Mediterranean and in Bomber Command; The Pacific Theatre and Australia’s Front Line (including the Kokoda Track and the bombing of Darwin)

· The war at home including women’s entry to the (paid) workforce and the mass of American servicemen to Australia

· The Rise of the Liberal Party and Menzies call to the ‘Forgotten People’; Labor’s Defeat in 1949 and the Labor Split

· War in Korea and the attempt to ban the communist party

· Post war immigration

· Australians changing place in the region: the ANZUS, SEATO and the Colombo Plan 

· The social and environmental challenge of the Snowy Mountain schemes

· Life in the suburbs and consumer society

Perspectives

· View any of the Chips Rafferty movies popular in this period, films such as The Overlanders (1946), Bitter Springs (1950), or The Phantom Stockman (1953).  What do they tell us about how (white) Australians liked to see themselves?  What (contrasting) roles do they offer to men and women?

· Speaking to a Labor conference in 1949 the Prime Minister Ben Chifley declared ‘the light on the hill’ was at the core of his party’s political vision.  Their aim should not just be to put an extra sixpence in the workers pocket but ‘to bring something better to the people’; their goal of a fair and just Australia made the labour movement ‘worth fighting for’.  By contrast, Robert Menzies appealed to what he called ‘the Forgotten People’.  The salaried, the self-employed and a female constituency charged with caring for the ‘homes’ of Australia had earnt, he said,  a more prosperous future.  What do these two speeches say about the role of class in post war Australia?  Whose political vision prevailed and why?

Possibilities

· In February 1942, a week after the fall of Singapore and the Japanese attack on Darwin, the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill attempted to divert Australian troops returning to Australia to Burma.  After an angry exchange of cables, he finally gave in to Curtin’s demand that the convoy sail directly to Australia.  What might have happened if experienced Australian troops had not been returned for the defence of Australia?

· In August 1947. Prime Minister Ben Chifley announced legislation which would nationalise all banks (save the state and savings banks).  He claimed private banks were ‘conducted primarily for profit and therefore follow policies which …run counter to the public interest’.  Six months later the High Court ruled that the Bank Nationalisation Act was unconstitutional.  If Chifley had succeeded in nationalising the banks, what impact might it have had on the Australian economy and post war society generally?

Controversies

· Did the Second World War challenge the status of Australian women?  Consider both women’s entry into industry during the war years and changes in the way women expressed themselves sexually.

· Did Britain or the United States most influence the ‘Australian Way of Life’, which evolved in the 1950s?  What was the ‘Australian Way of Life’ and what was distinctively Australian about it?   

Connections

· In the ten years after World War Two over 600,000 immigrants arrived in Australia.  Which countries did they come from and what forces shaped their decision to come to Australia.  How were the immigrants received?  Was diversity celebrated, tolerated or resented?

· What was ‘McCarthyism’, and how did it serve to narrow political and social freedoms in Australia.

Westralian Voices

· On 1 May 1946, a strike by Aboriginal stockmen spread to 20 of 22 stations throughout the Pilbara.  The strike ‘ended’ in 1949, when employers offered their (previously unpaid) workers £3 a week and up keep.  What were the grievances of Aboriginal people working in the pastoral industry?  Why did they stay on the stations and why is the strike such an important landmark in Australian history?

· On 25 April 1954, the Soviet Union broke off diplomatic relations with Australia.  The Soviet ambassador and his staff sailed out of Fremantle just 4 days later.  What was the background to the rupture of relations with one of Australia’s strongest wartime allies?  What was the Petrov Affair and how did it shape the political fortunes of both Liberal and Labour leaders?

· Walking History:  Visit the Immigration exhibition at the WA Museum.  How and why did the experience of each immigrant group differ?  

Imagined Conversations

· In 1945, large numbers of Australian POWs were finally reunited with their families.  Over 20,000 had held captive by the Japanese; some 9000 had died of disease, maltreatment and starvation.  Families were told to discourage men from discussing their experience; psychologists at the time thought the best way to deal with traumatic memory was to repress it.  Reconstruct the conversation between a man recently repatriated from the Thai Burma Railway and the wife who waited years for his return.

· At the height of the cold war, the ASIO (Australian Security and Intelligence Organisation) kept files on over 7000 Australians from all works of life.  Record the kind of conversations ASIO considered subversive.  Would such opinions be considered subversive today?

10:
Hope and Challenge: Rethinking Australia

This time line stretches from the first commitment of Australian troops to Vietnam in 1962 to the High Court’s Mabo decision 30 years later.  It considers the anti war movement, the achievements and dismissal of the Whitlam government, second wave feminism and movements for personal liberation, the fight for Aboriginal rights and the historic Mabo decision. 

The class can explore this time line by focusing on some of the following topics:

· The Beatles Tour of 1964 and the emergence of youth culture generally

· Australia’s involvement in Vietnam, compulsory military service and the antiwar movement 

· The social agenda of the Whitlam government and Labor’s dismissal

· The fight for equal pay, sexual autonomy and the women’s movement

· Restructuring, Financial Deregulation and the ‘Accord’

· The Green Bans, Opposition to the destruction of Tasmania’s Lakes and Forests and the emergence of an environmental movement

· Equal Pay and Citizenship rights for Aboriginal people; the High Court’s ruling on Mabo

· Australia’s changing relationship with the region

Perspectives

· The Vietnam War divided Australian society and often Australian families.  Young men were exhorted to join the army and defend their country against the threat of communism; others told them the war was immoral and proved that with graphic footage of American atrocities.  Imagine the debates that raged in every Australian community.  Who takes which position and why?

· In 1971, a controversial redevelopment plan threatened to tear down streets of historic buildings in Sydney’s Rocks District.  The site was only saved by boycotts by the Builder’s Labourers Federation; the famous green bans which saved hundreds of heritage sites and wilderness areas from destruction.  Who supported the Green Bans in the Rocks and why?  Why was this alliance so unprecedented in Australia’s history?

Possibilities

· Gough Whitlam was dismissed from office by Australia’s governor General in November 1975.  It was a controversial measure and tested the powers of the Governor General.  If the Whitlam government had not been dismissed and been allowed to run its full term, what might it have achieved.  Would the political landscape today be different?

· In August 1966 Viet Cong and units of the North Vietnamese Army attacked the Australian Base at Nui Dat.  They had hoped to inflict a humiliating defeat on America’s ally; instead Australian forces drove back the attack killing over 240 of the enemy in an abandoned rubber field near Long Tan.  Had the Australian base been overwhelmed, would public attitudes towards the war have changed?  Long Tan Day has recently emerged as a day of commemoration for the war as a whole.  Would a defeat be remembered differently? 

Controversies

· In 1984, the historian Geoffrey Blainey claimed that levels of Asian immigration to Australia were too high; captured by what he called ‘the multicultural lobby’ the Government had adopted a ‘Surrender Australia’ policy.  How did historians respond to his claim that Australia was being ‘Asianised’.  Why was multi culturalism so controversial a policy in the 1980s,

· The Baby Boomers came to age in this ‘timeline’.  Who were they and how have historians presented them?

Connections

· What was the Domino theory and how did it influence Australian (and American) perceptions of Asia?

· In 1992, the Australia’s High Court ruled that a Torres Strait Islander by the name of Eddie Mabo had common law rights to native title in his land on Mer Island.  The judgement overthrew the fiction of Terra Nullius under which Australia was originally occupied.  It also issued a challenge.  As two of the judges put it ‘Dispossession is the darkest aspect of the history of this nation.  The nation as a whole must remain diminished unless and until there is an acknowledgement of, and retreat from. those past injustices’.  Although Mabo was an Australian case, the judges were conscious of efforts of indigenous people elsewhere to correct ‘past injustice’.  Was the experience of dispossession in Canada and Aotearoa/New Zealand a prelude to the Mabo judgement?

Westralian Voices

· In November 1969 a standard gauge railway line was finally completed between Perth and Sydney.  What role has distance played in shaping a separate destiny for West Australians?  What technologies have brought East and West closer together?

· What social and environmental challenges lay behind the Ord River scheme in WA’s North West?  How did the scheme hope to develop Western Australia and was it a success?

· Throughout 1979 WA celebrated the 150th anniversary of its founding as a colony.  What form did the celebrations take and what do they tell us about Western Australians sense of identity?

· In 1980, the West Australian premier declared that exploration for oil at Noonkanbah was ‘not a land rights issue’.  The government supported mining companies despite Aboriginal protests that drilling in the area disturbed sacred sites.  In August 54 people were arrested attempting to prevent a convoy of trucks entering Noonkanbah.  When unionists refused to work on the site, the state government took over the rig and commenced drilling.  Why was the West Australian government so determined to search for oil at Noonkanbah?  Why did the threat of mining anger and confuse Aboriginal communities?

· Walking History: Identify a site threatened by development in your community.  What is its ‘heritage value’?  Should it be preserved and (if so) why?

Imagined Conversations

· At the height of the Bicentennial Celebrations in 1988 a fleet of tall ships sailed into Sydney Harbour.  They served (in part) as a re-enactment of the First Fleet which established European ‘settlement’ in Australia.  Imagine Governor Arthur Phillip was aboard one of those tall ships, returning to Sydney Cove 196 years after his departure.  How would modern Australia surprise him?  How does it differ to the society he originally envisaged?

· In the early 1990s the Keating Labor Government decided to repatriate the remains of an unidentified Australian soldier from the killing fields of the Somme.  This decision reversed 70 years of government policy.  Up until 1993, Australia’s Unknown Soldier was represented by the tomb of ‘an Unknown’ in Westminster Abbey.  Read Keating’s address delivered at the Australian War Memorial on Remembrance Day.  How does he invoke history in his speech and what values does he uphold?  How would previous generations, in particular those who lost their loved ones in the Great War, respond to his address? 

Timelines and Pathways to the Past was developed by Professor Bruce Scates (Director of the National Centre for Australian Studies, Monash University) in association with the National Committee for the Review of the West Australian Syllabus K-10.

